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The very few studies which have been made of children's news-
paper reading interests indicate a lively participation by children in this
type of volimtary reading. Despite the tempting opportunity for an inves-
tigation of children's tastes in printed matter thus offered by the news-
paper, however, the field is utterly barren of comprehensive studies.
The surveys thus far fall into two classes: those covering a wide scatter
of cases but dealing with problems so rigorously delimited that they pre-
sent no view of the general field of children's interests; and those a
little wider in the scope of their problems but limited in the scatter of
cases, either through selectivity or narrowness of age or grade range.
Even these very few and restricted studies are not generally
available to the student, with three noteworthy exceptions. K. Irene
Bowman Nelson's article in the Library Journal , November 1, 1927» on
"Newspaper Reading of High School Pupils"; and the two articles by Harvey
C. Lehman and Paul A. Witty, "The Compensatory Function of the Sunday
'Funny' Paper" in the Journal of Applied Psychology
,
June, 1927# and
"Newspaper vs. Teacher" in the Educational Review
,
February, 1927, are
three helpfiil studies which the student can consult. Other studies, in
the field of adult newspaper reading interests, significant for compara-
tive purposes, and an unpublished report of a "Study of the Magazines
and Newspaper Reading Interests of Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Grade Children
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prepared by William F. Rasche at the University of Chicago, July, 1927^
are available through a volxmie entitled The Reading Interests and Habits
of Adults
,
by William S. Gray and Ruth Mxmroe.
The problem, then, which the present study treats, namely,
"iVhat are the extent and nature of children's reading interests in nev/s-
papers? " in its comprehensive and timely aspects, has not been previously
studied. Consequently, very little in the way of bibliography on this
topic can be offered.
The subordinate problems which the present study undertakes to
answer, so far as they apply to school pupils in an urban residential
commxonity, are:
1. What types of newspapers do school pupils read, and what, if
any, are the trends of interest in such reading?
2. What is the extent of the daily and occasional reading of
school pupils in these newspapers; that is, the average
number of newspapers read daily and occasionally?
5* V/hat departments of the newspapers are read by school pupils?
A. v/hat is the extent of such reading?
B. y/hat, if any, are the trends of interest in such
reading?
C. y/hat are the pupils' preferences in such reading?
4 . liYliat writers, of those who are more or less national and
popular figures in journalism and those who are local,
popular figures in journalism, are read by school pupils?
A. V/hat is the extent of such reading?
B. V/hat are the pupils' preferences in such reading?
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C. V/hat, if any, are the trends of interest in such
reading?
5* 'iVhat comic strips are read by school pupils?
A. What is the extent of such reading?
B. V/hat are the pupils’ preferences in such reading?
C» Vdiat, if any, are the trends of interest in such
reading?
6, Do school pupils respond to "picture appeal" in the news-
paper?
Many of these problems, it will be noted, are new to investigation#
The study has definite limitations. It deals with the children
of an urban residential community. Of these children, only those in grade
four to twelve inclusive in the entire school system (v/ith the exception
of some of those absent on the day that the questionnaire was given) were
included in the survey. The number of pupils so questioned totalled 2865.
The study has not ventured beyond the bounds of investigation of the
specific problems mentioned above and interpretation of the findings.
At the request of the officials of the school system in which
the study was made, for reasons which will be self-evident as the findings
are reported, the name of the Greater Boston tov7n v/here the study was con-
ducted cannot be used in this report. The two local newspapers in the
town, for this reason, are referred to as "A" and "B" throughout the study
The vTriter has checked carefully on all terms employed in the
study and believes that all are so clear to the average reader as to need
no interpretation. No technical or scientific terms have been employed.
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The tov/n in which the survey was conducted was selected for
the following reasons: the school authorities had shovm, in the past, a
keen interest in progressive educational studies and a willingness to
co-operate in such studies; the number of pupils in the school system
was sufficiently large to insure a wide scatter of responses; the town
itself seemed typical of American urban communities of the residential
type; the tov/n was sufficiently close to the city of Boston to insure a
wide and representative reading of metropolitan newspapers on the part
of the children.
After consideration of various methods of obtaining data, it
was decided that, for the purposes of the present study, which seeks to
find general tendencies only, a questionnaire in the form of a check-list
should be employed. It was felt that any disadvantages involved, such as
the inability to prove with scientific precision the extent of the reading
and the preferences of the pupils, might very well apply also to the per-
sonal interview; and the personal interview v/ould, of necessity, restrict
the scatter of cases euid introduce a selective element - two factors which
the writer desired to avoid. It was felt, on the other hand, that if the
questionnaire were made as clear and as objective as possible, and pre-
sented in the proper manner by the home-room teachers, and if the responses
showed definite consistency, the general trends which would be revealed
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Accordingly, a questionnaire was built, observing the standards
of the best authorities. In it, the writer tried - to the best of her
ability - to convey the objectives of the inquiry to the children, to
engender in them, through the introduction and the commonplace, friendly
manner of presentation, a frank and co-operative attitude, and to make
all the items not only simple and clear but also of such a nature that
the children would not feel encouraged to make any response other than
setting dovm, in the most matter-of-fact fashion, the facts about their
reading and their preferences.
The writer then revised the questionnaire several times for
clarity, objectivity and pertinence to the study. The questionnaire was
next presented for criticism to a University seminar group in Educational
Research. In her next revision, the writer made use of the suggestions of
the group. After two more minor revisions, the questionnaire was submitted
to the school authorities of the tovm selected for the survey.
The Superintendent of Schools and the Director of Instruction
having approved the questionnaire, it was submitted by these two authori-
ties to the principals of the individual schools in which it v/as to be
given. The objectives of the questionnaire were clearly indicated to
the principals who, in turn, instructed the home-room teachers in their
respective schools with regard to the administration of the questionnaire.
From the quality of the responses, the conclusion must be drawn that the
presentation of the questionnaire throughout its progress from Superin-
tendent to individual pupil must have been extremely clear and sympathetic.
It is at this point that the writer wishes to state that her reception and
treatment by the school authorities of the town was extremely courteous
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and generous, conveying, throughout her long contact with them, personal
interest and encouragement.
The questionnaire was given, after a slight delay due to school
vacations and the intervention of important conferences, during the first
week of March, to 2755 pupils. In order to include as many absentees as
possible, 110 questionnaires were kept by the schools, given to the pre-
viously absent pupils during the next week, and turned over to the v/riter.
This brought the total to 2865 pupils.
Table I shows the distribution of these 2865 pupils by sex and
grade. Six elementary schools arid the jvmior and senior high schools,
comprising the entire school system of the town, were included in the
survey. It v/ill be noted that the balance is almost even between the
1455 boys and the 14^0 girls. This rather fortunate circimistance makes
the comparisons of the sexes in amount and types of reading, which occur
in the body of the report of the investigation, more interesting than
they v/ould have been if the balance had leaned more markedly towards one
sex or the other.
After the questionnaires had been collected, the results were
tabulated and arranged in their present form. The task proved to be so
demanding with respect to time that the v/riter v/as unable to go quite so
deeply into certain aspects of the results as her personal inclination
v/ould have led her to do had she had an unlimited number of hours at her
disposal to make the most exhaustive study possible. She believes, however,
that all the significant aspects of the findings have been incorporated
in this study.
Interpretation of the data, save in two or three instances on
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an individual item - as when a paper or comic strip v/hich could not be
identified was named - presented no difficulties. The results fell
neatly into their respective pigeon-holes, thus facilitating the work
of tabulation, and proved consistent to a higher degree than the v/riter,
maintaining a detached attitude, had anticipated.
t.-i.Tk>'~
-H>'. «
‘< « 'mr '•t.









































DISTRIBUTION OF PUPILS TO WHOM THE QUESTIONNAIRE WAS GIVEN
Grade Boys Girls Total
XII 101 127 228
XI 117 110 227
X 166 149 515
IX l4 l 150 291
VIII 175 169 544
VII 182 201 585
VI 177 172 549
V 179 165 542
IV 195 189 584
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CONTACT WITH THE NEWSPAPER
A. What Newspapera the Children Read*
People living in and around Boston are provided with nine
metropolitan newspapers issued from the city proper. These newspapers
are the American, Daily Record, Globe, Herald, Post, Sunday Advertiser,
Traveler, Transcript and Christian Science Monitor. With the exception
of the American and Sunday Advertiser, these papers are sharply differ-
entiated as to style and approach and editorial opinion, eind just as
sharply differentiated are the opinions of the citizens with regard to
the way in v;hich these newspapers serve Greater Boston. Some people feel
that Boston is over-saturated with nev/spapers and can hardly support those
now in existence; others claim that the established papers have so many
deficiencies that not one of them serves the city as it ought to do - that
consequently there is “still room at the top” for a newspaper which would
improve on its predecessors.
The American and the Advertiser may be taken together as consti-
tuting the typical Hearst daily and Sunday newspaper familiar to anyone
who lives in one of the large cities of the country. Also under the Hearst
banner is the tabloid, the Daily Record, printing tomorrow's news this
evening and serving, from early evening until the middle of the following
morning, as the Hearst “morning paper”.
The three distinct services offered by the three Hearst papers -
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,
,V|
jrrif? dd’iw Jcidbivota ^ no^5o3 tnx;o^B ^na sri
?iicqa.'] 8H0ti «a«t‘:T . idqo'K;. ?;Iw csc'X'i, botrea.: oi^qaqa^tsiff fusJ’iloqc'LlaiQ,
^£^aiJ*£evti/i vai'img ,5Xa'£e.l ,9Uol0 tUtoooH \:fiaQ f iaox^^oxA SriJ’ eta
noiiqoox> <>cfi xjJ’l;. .toi'itioii ao.tbiot .jar^Xaitri » d?^a ^nitoaiictT ,t«Xi>Yi^iT
- xa'z'ilfc i^XctBiIo ats tt toqaq oaodJ ^te'.ijtevbA :,fibr.vQ 'io
‘‘-'IJ
30 J’ex:^ ••J8 t rolx.Iao Xjiito<txbo boa boo jT-'w* oi” oo t
oi htAQ^i axiosX-'^o :o ar.oiniqo oto boiriJ’.'sto'iiib .Iqiar^o
Xoo'a »i..30<3 ^..of. .noiiooB tojoc-tC avtoo aieqacaTran ooaxU .jO'j’tt fi« ,;jcr oriit
J‘ icxfqt:a ’^X^t-'m .loo i n at i';>/i8»dn -ix-w bulatoJ** - tevc jX fTo;>’20fi J’orXt
v'no:x OQ ovflu ut- :r f I^orfeiXdairo J’arU i::l.%So atoiiio ;4jafi‘--J‘c >xo nx




bXvov fi’' ^ ' r '{‘rr >::8vr9n a to‘i Hroi o‘ii ia coot IXfin' 3i ^ {Xinsupoattco
. - tec -caobotq aii no '.‘vctqati
.





anovxm oi tvi'lr.R'i -i jqxqar.'on ,y\i;i-x.S ' aa ^X 'ob iato?.’; I'aoiij f- Ojxi jaXi/.i
iatoo^ otij iobri; •'‘-fA . ^ *. o or^j - u.jii.'o ‘ro aiao *• •'.''




‘jnXtq ^btc'JoP or.T ^broS fs* ».*Ii ai
3«iRoiro'X j.^j- ,0 oi-bi..: I Xxino ^ninov*^ i ctl , Ivt-o, hcji irb.rovts
.''te<TJpq 3njtrtc'x“ iotoof* a*:* t ‘tir.tofi .
- ctvqaq ii-tijj.; oo*;;;i arli bo;*ji'xo asjivtOd iai.Xielb
-15-
neanely, night and early morning, the business daytime and evening (the
American and Record overlap during the latter period), and Sunday - are
combined in the Globe, which appears on weekdays at intervals extending
from early morning to late at night and on Sundays as well. The Globe
is the only Boston newspaper to combine all three services. It strikes
an even balance between conservatism and sensationalism and its opinions
are, on the whole, unbiased. Its range and variety, in both news and
featxare stories, and departments, are great. For this reason, and also
because its nev/s stories are written in brisk, vivid, but strictly
reporterial fashion, it appeals to a v/ide range of classes.
The Herald, a morning daily and Sunday newspaper, is Boston’s
nearest approach to the Nev/ York Times, but it is not so conservative as
the Times. Partly because it lacks the variety of the Globe, partly
because readers consider its editorial opinion and judgment politically
biased, it appeals to a somewhat more restricted class than the Globe.
Also controlled by the Herald-Traveler Corporation is the afternoon and
evening paper, the Traveler (which appears, however, in the middle of
the morning), a more popular and less biased newspaper, leaning more to
the sansational although not to an excessive extent. The Traveler re-
prints a great deal of the news appearing in the morning Herald. It does
not appear on Sunday.
The Post, the most colorful and sensational of the morning
dailies (excepting the Record), leans to the opposite camp of political
opinion from that in v/hich the Herald is established. It also appears on
Sunday, and both as a daily and as a Sunday paper has long been an estab-
lished favorite with New England readers.
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The ultra-conservative Transcript, that famous daily celebrated
by New England writers and associated in the public mind with the "Beacon
Hill" tradition, has, naturally, a limited appeal. It, too, is rather
biased politically, but a shade less so than the Herald. It is issued in
the afternoon and evening, and is justly celebrated for the high quality
of its special sections, its dramatic, music, book and financial reports.
In the opinion of the present writer, its worth as a news sheet is ridicu-
lously underestimated. It carries about the best news stories, in a
professionally journalistic sense involving fairness and accuracy of
treatment and swiftness and crispness of style, to be found at the present
time in Boston newspapers. Unfortunately, its format is a barrier to
popular appeal, and, of course, it malces none of those concessions to
sensationalism which bring in the pennies.
The Christian Science Monitor, published by the Christian Science
Publishing Company, is virtually without a peer in its treatment of inter-
national news, one of the facts, without doubt, which explain its appeal
for so widely-scattered an army of readers. The present v/riter has many
times heard the opinion expressed that the Monitor carries the most accu-
rate news accounts of any Boston paper. (The Monitor is not, of course,
a "Boston paper" in the metropolitan daily sense; the term refers to
papers published in Boston proper and more or less v/idely read by people
in the vicinity.) It cannot be denied that the news stories in the Monitor
are accurate, sound, well-selected and well-v;ritten. The paper, which
appears daily, is certainly a newspaper of the very highest type - so high,
indeed, that its ideals and policy rise above newspapers as we generally
understand them into a class more generally connected with literature -
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the review. It appeals chiefly to people of broad culture and definitely
unprovincial vision and understanding.
Table II shows the extent, by sex and grade, to which the pupils
in the schools and grades covered by the questionnaire read these news-
papers. A glance at Figure I will reveal that the pupils were asked to
check any and all of these papers which they read, and to put a cross for
each paper checked in one of the other columns to show about how often
they read each paper checked.’ On the lower levels, the crosses were not
always related to the papers checked (it was not expected that they would
be). The papers read, hov/ever, and the number of papers read at differ-
ent time-intervals, were clearly indicated. From about the sixth grade
onward, however, the pupils showed a disposition to go out of their v/ay to
show clearly at what time-interval they read each individual paper checked
the crosses were related, by various devices, to particular papers. With
very few exceptions, clear responses of this type v/ere obtained from
every pupil. The responses were, in fact, accurate enough to have per-
mitted further investigation through tabulation iiato the question of
just v/hen each paper checked was read, in the bulk of the grades; lack of
time, however, prevented so exhaustive a treatment, v;hich had not been
contemplated in planning the study.
Table II is intended merely to provide a comparison of nvunbers
reading various papers in the different sex and grade groups; Table Ila,
presenting totals, to show the relative popularity of the various papers
read. The papers are listed in the order in which they appeared on the
questionnaire. The papers which follow the Monitor were written by the
pupils, in accordance with instructions, at the bottom of the "Paper"
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DISTRIBUTiai OF TOTAL InRJIvIBER OF PUPILS WHO CHECICED IDENTIFIABLE PAPERS
(BTCLUDII^G DUPLIOATES)
4 4 5 5 6 6 7 7 8 8 9 9 10 10 11 11 12 12
Paper B G B G B G B G B G B G B G B G E G
American 105 100 105 75 94 88 98 84 88 74 66 54 91 61 56 46 47 55
Record 80 75 86 60 70 6l 75 67 75 55 65 56 87 49 52 56 46 46
Globe 121 125 124 106 109 118 121 158 121 110 95 104 117 115 90 85 79 86
Herald 90 114 94 96 87 87 80 96 92 98 67 72 102 76 56 65 65 82
Post 88 100 98 101 92 91 102 111 91 89 84 69 112 92 84 62 62 71
Advertiser 80 67 99 64 82 70 75 82 62 61 49 46 67 55 40 27 55 44
Traveler 105 105 91 99 115 112 108 122 110 118 90 97 114 94 85 78 66 91
Transcript 28 25 25 25 20 26 22 51 56 44 24 51 4l 59 24 26 55 47
Monitor 5 5 10 5 5 8 12 15 9 6 12 15 16 16 11 2 8 11
"A" l4 15 12 12 19 18 51 29 7 15 14 15 18 14 7 6 - 10
«B« 19 15 14 12 22 20 4l 46 18 10 15 12 20 9 5 5 - 6
N.Y.Times 7 5 5 4 4 6 2 5 7 11 9 4 15 5 6 7 4
N.Y.Sun.Nev/s 5 5 5 - - 1 4 1 2 2 1 - - - 1 - 1 -
“ Sun.Mirror 2 2 1 - 5 1 2 1 1 - 2 - 2 1 1 - 1 1
Others 18 26 5 10 4 6 4 11 10 15 9 5
_L 11 12
TABLE Ila
TOTAL HUMBER OF PUPILS AI'ID PER CENT (OF 2863) CHECKBTG NEWSPAPERS










"a " 252 8.80
287 10,02
N.Y. Times 115 4.02
N.Y. Sun. News 24
.85
N.Y. Sun. Mirror 51
Others 166 5.60
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column and the frequency of reading indicated by means of the other
columns. A list of the papers which, for the purpose of convenience,
are included in the group entitled "Others", will be found in the
Appendix to this study.
The popularity of the local weeklies, "A" and "B", over the
New York papers is an interesting indication of community spirit. Of the
Boston papers, it will be observed, from Table Ila, that the Globe leads
in popularity, followed by the Traveler, Post, Herald, American, Record,
Advertiser, Transcript and Monitor, in the order mentioned. The frequency
of publication of these newspapers must be borne in mind in forming any
conclusions.
Certain papers, it will be seen from a glance at Table II,
attract more readers in the early grades. The American and Record belong
to this class. Others, like the Globe, Post and Traveler, have the great-
est number of readers in the middle grades. The Transcript and Monitor
have the most readers in the higher group of grades. Duplication, of
course, occurs because most pupils checked more than one paper.
Because of the varying sizes of the grades, trends in reading
taste become apparent only through reduction of numbers to percentage.
Table III presents the figures of Table II assembled by grades and reckoned
on the basis of the nimaber of pupils in each grade. Here definite trends
and fluctuations of taste are evident. The American shov/s the most con-
sistent decline in popularity from the earliest grades onward. The
Advertiser, from grade five through grade nine, shows a sharp decline,
then, after a spurt upward in grade ten, again declines irregularly. The
Herald holds a fairly steady percentage throughout the grades. The Globe
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TABLE III
PERCEMTAGE OP PUPILS BT EACH GRADE CHECKING IDENTIFIABLE PAPERS (INCLUDING
DUPLICATES)
Paper IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
American 55.58 52.65 52.15 47.52 47.09 41.24 48.25 44.95 44.74
Record 40.56 42.69 57.54 57.08 57.21 41.58 45.17 58.77 40.55
Globe 65.54 67.25 65.04 67.62 67.15 67.70 75.02 77.09 72.57
Herald 55.12 55.56 49.86 45.95 55.25 47.77 56.51 52.42 65.60
Post 48.96 58.19 52.44 55.61 52.52 52.58 64.76 64.52 58.55
Advertiser 58.28 47.66 45.55 40.99 55.76 52.65 58.75 29.52 54.65
Traveler 54.17 55.56 65.04 60.05 66.28 64.26 66.05 71.81 68.86
Transcript 15.28 15.45 15.18 15.84 25.26 18.90 25.40 22.05 55.96
Monitor 2.08 5.80 5.72 6.55 4.56 8.59 10.16 5.75 8.55
"A" 7.05 7.02 10.60 15.66 5.61 9.96 10.16 5.75 4.58
"B" 8.55 7.60 12.05 22.72 8.14 9.28 9.21 4.40 2.65
N.Y.Times 2.60 2.65 2.86 1.85 5.25 4.47 8.89 5.96 4.82
N.Y.Sun.News 2.08 .88 .29 1.50 1.16 .54 — .44 .44
“ Sun.Mirror 1.04 .29 1.15 .78 .29 .69 .95 .44 .88
Others 11.46 4.58 2.00 2.55 5.20 7.22 7.62 5.29 10.09
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shows an increase in popularity which is fairly consistent but not so
marked as the increase in favor of the Post and the Traveler throughout
the grades; the two latter papers, however, in their progress, shov/ more
fluctuations than the Globe. Perhaps the most striking example of in-
creasing popularity consistent v/ith increasing maturity of its readers
is the Transcript. The case of the Monitor is similar, but shows more
fluctuations than that of the Transcript. The local weeklies show a
jagged rise and decline. The progress of the New York Times towards
popularity is highly irregular, as is that of the Sxmday News. The
Mirror is a little more consistent, but not enough so to reveal any
definite trend. In the case of "Other" newspapers, we find a high
degree of interest at both ends of the grade-scale, flanking a period
of gradvial and consistent increase from grade six through grade ten.
The central group of papers mentioned in the above paragraph,
namely, the Globe, Post and Traveler, are, as has already been stated,
papers of high popularity with Bostonians and papers which avoid extremes
of conservatism and sensationalism. Their progress in popularity is con-
sistent with the increase of nev/spaper reading by the children through
the grades, as will be seen when the average amount of reading is reported
in the next section of this chapter. The Herald lags behind this trend
of mounting activity; the American and Record run coimiter to it - perhaps
indicating a slightly immature appeal on the part of these papers. The
Transcript and the Monitor move with the trend in more or less acceler-
ated fashion, indicating that as the minds of the children mature, or as
the selective factors in our educational system begin to take effect,
retaining a higher and higher percentage of children from the better
^7:v -
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Eiddle-class homes, nev/spapers of more cultured and mature appeal come
into their ovm. This latter factor - selectivity - may also operate, in
reverse fashion, in the cases of the American and the Record. It must
be borne in mind that the bulk of the children's reading is done in ne\7s-
papers brought into the home by the adults of the family. Within this
range, the children's tastes may operate.
Table IV shov/s the total number of boys and girls v/ho checked
the different papers listed in Tables II and III. In Table IV, the
individual papers are ranked in the order of their popularity insofar as
it can be determined on a purely numerical basis. The figures as a whole,
of course, include duplicates. It will be noted that more checking was
done by the boys than by the girls. 6 I65 boys checked individual papers
as against 5909 girls. The differences would seem to indicate a slightly
v/ider range of reading tastes on the part of the boys.
The tv/o most popular papers, the Globe and the Traveler, are
read by more girls than boys, although the difference is not very great
in either case. The Herald and the Transcript, as v/ell as the less
popular of the local weeklies, too, were read by more girls than boys.
The girls also show a slightly wider range of reading tastes among out-
side nev/spapers than the boys.
The Post, American and Record are read more by the boys than by
the girls. The American and Record are more sensational; the Post, too,
as has already been stated, is at least on the fringe of this class,
although it leans more to color and fantasy than to melodrama. The Sun-
day News and the Sunday Mirror, also in this class (the Mirror to a greater
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TOTAL IMABER OF BOYS AMD GIRLS CHECKIl'JG IDEL^TIFIABLE
DUPLICATES)
PAPERS (ByCLUDnTG
Rank Paper Boys Girls
1 Globe 975 985
2 Traveler 882 916
5 Post 815 786
4 Herald 751 784
5 American 750 657
6 Record 656 505
7 Advertiser 589 516
8 Transcript 255 290
9 "B" 154 155
10
"A" 122 150
11 Monitor 88 75
12 N.Y. Times 59 56
15 N.Y. Sim .Mews 17 7
l4 N .Y.Sun.Mirror 15 6
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however, more boys read the Monitor and more boys read the Times than
the girls, in each case.
The v/riter does not wish to draw any sweeping conclusions from
this body of data. It is at least interesting to note, however, that the
girls exceed the boys in reading the average, popular papers and the more
conservative papers (with two exceptions), and that the boys exceed the
girls in reading the more sensational papers, the same two papers - Moni-
tor and Times - being excepted.
In view of the different times of publication of the various
papers, it seemed helpful to include a table v/hich should, as far as pos-
sible, group the papers by corporations, thus indicating the reading of
the daily and Smday papers of such corporations. Table V presents the
data resulting from such tabulation.
The interesting fact which is evident in this table is that the
Hearst newspapers, including the American, the Daily Record, and the
Sunday Advertiser, have only a rather small margin of popularity over the
Herald and the Traveler. The Globe, fallen to third place, shov/s a sur-
prisingly small lead over the Poet considering the fact that the Post is
limited to morning and Sunday circulation, while the Globe has not only
this range of readers but also the afternoon and evening public. This
table brings out, as none of the others has been able to do, the surpris-
ing popularity of the post, famed as Nev; England’s breakfast-table paper
and virtually an institution in Boston.
The writer wishes to point out, in connection with this portion
of the study, that the figures presented in it comprise the entire total
of contacts, of the children surveyed,with various newspapers. Not only
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TABLE V
TOTAL NUMBER OF PUPILS (niCLUDING DUPLICATES) GHECmG IDENTIFIABLE
PAPERS, BY CORPORATIONS
Management and Papers Under It Total No* of Pupils Y/ho Checked It










III. Globe, Daily and Sunday 1958
IV. Post, Daily and Sunday 1599
V. Transcript, Daily 54^





VIII. New York Times (D.S.) 115
IX. New York Sunday News 24
X. New York Sunday Mirror 21
XI. Other Papers 166
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the daily reading, but also the occasional reading, Sunday reading,
and so on through the frequency columns of this item on the questionnaire,
are represented.
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B* The Number of Nev/spapers Read.
In beginning this section of the study, it may be well to indi-
cate to what degree the practice of reading the newspaper was universal
among the children. The percentage of children reading the ne\7spaper
failed to reach 100 by the narrow margin of 5 pupils out of 266^, Two
of these pupils were girls of Italian parentage in the fourth grade; the
other was a boy of Chinese parentage in the fifth. These pupils checked
no nev/spaper under Question 4.
Leloman and Witty, in their 1926 survey of 11,000 children
between the ages of eight and one-half and fifteen and one-half, found
that for children between the ages of twelve and one-half and fifteen and
one-half the “most generally interesting activity" next to reading the
Sunday comics was "reading the newspapers". The 3v.uiday comics had been
read, in the week preceding the survey, by approximately 90 per cent of
the children studied. The percentage of children reading the newspapers
varied from sixty-odd per cent up to ninety-odd; Leliman and Witty did
not average their per cents, possibly for the reason that the children
studied came from city and rural districts and accordingly varied widely
in the amount of their reading.^
So far as the present writer has been able to discover, school
pupils have not been previously studied with respect to the nxamber of
newspapers with which they come into personal contact, daily and occasion-
ally.
1. Karvey C. Lehman and Paul A. Witty: "Newspaper vs. Teacher",
Educational Review
,
vol. LXXIII, pp. 97-101
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Table VI shoY/s the distribution of the number of pupils in
each sex and grade group who read varying nvimbers of newspapers daily.
The numbers of papers read range from none through eight. A glance at
the table will shov/ where the greatest amount of reading is centered -
around two nev/spapers. There is a sharp decline after three papers,
and the lov/er end of the scale contains comparatively few responses.
This body of data reveals as clearly as any other the general
disinclination of the pupils to “play with" the questionnaire or to
claim exaggerated amounts of reading which might produce a favorable
impression. The same franlaiess v/ill be observed in considering the
averages of the total number of newspapers read, daily and occasionally.
A glance at Table VII v/ill show even more clearly, because
the results were reckoned on the basis of percentage of 2865 pupils, the
centering of the greatest number of pupils around an average daily con-
tact v/ith two newspapers. In fact, the average nxAmber of nev/spapers
read daily, per pupil, for the entire school system, was 1 .91 «
Because there have been no previous studies in the field, no
data are available for purposes of comparison. The amount of daily
reading, however, is at least moderate and v/ould seem logically in accord
v/ith the nxamber of nev/spapers which come daily into the average home.
The percentage is extremely low for six, seven, and eight papers dailyj
and a glance back at Table VI will reveal that the bulk of this percentage
is contributed by the boys, some of whom, in an entire school system, may
be “nev/3 boys", some enjoying contacts with some drug or fruit store
vending all the dailies. The percentages at this end of the scale, too,
may include some inflated or exaggerated claims to reading. To the
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TABLE VI
ITUMBER OF PUPILS (OF 2863) READE^^G VARYD^G NUMBERS OF PAPERS DAILY
Papers 4 4 5 5 6 6 7 7 8 8 9 9 10 10 11 11 12 12
Daily B G B G E G B G B G B G B G B G B G Total
None 50 22 15 15 15 15 11 14 6 6 5 10 6 5 5 5 4 5 186
One 62 55 77 69 60 74 60 71 54 64 57 49 5^ 45 54 29 24 55 955
Two 44 67 50 45 68 60 66 70 70 64 57 54 70 60 58 45 46 51 1025
Three 55 26 26 24 25 19 28 40 24 25 29 27 51 28 52 25 19 26 485
Four 15 15 9 7 9 5 15 5 15 7 9 8 15 8 6 7 7 8 I66
Five 644151515542751114 54
Six 4 11 5 11 1 12
Seven 11 ,15
Eight 1 1
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v/riter, however, these percentages seem so slight as to be entirely with-
in the bounds of general probability, when one takes individual differ-
ences into account.
The distribution of percentages among the grades is presented
in Table VIII. It will be noted that the percentage of pupils reading
no newspaper daily, as well as the percentage reading one newspaper
daily, declines with a rather high consistency from grade to grade.
This decline is balanced by a fairly consistent increase in percentage
of pupils reading two nev/spapers daily and an erratic increase in per-
centage of pupils reading three newspapers daily. The percentages of
pupils reading four and five newspapers daily remain fairly, if a trifle
spasmodically, constant. For Table VIII, percentage was reckoned on the
basis of the pupils in each grade.
In Table IX, which shows the percentages of the total number
of boys and the total number of girls v/ho read varying numbers of news-
papers daily, it may be seen that the boys lead the girls in the average
number of papers read daily, just as they led them in checking the identi-
fiable papers. In range of tastes and in amotmt of daily reading, then,
the boys lead. Table IX shows at what level the boys pass the girls.
Both are approximately even at the start; the girls outniAmber the boys
slightly in the percentage reading no paper daily. A higher percentage
of girls read one paper, and a higher percentage read two papers, than
the boys at these levels. A higher percentage of boys, however, read
three, four, five and six papers; no girl read eight papers.
Table X shows the progression of the average daily reading,
through the grades, the table being divided for comparative purposes
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TABLE Vm
PERCHTTAGE OF NUlvIBER OF PUPILS IM EACH GPJIDE READIHG VARYING NUMBERS OF
PAPERS DAILY
No. Read
Daily IV V VI VII .7111 IX X XI XII
None 15.55 8.19 7.45 6.55 5.15 5.49 4.40 5.07
One •0K^ 42.69 58.40 5^1.20 54.50 29.55 25.72 27.75 25.00
Two 28.91 27.78 56.68 55.51 58.96 58.15 41.27 56.57 42.54
Three 15.56 14.62 12.04 17.75 CM. 19.25 18.75 24.25 19.74
Four 7.81 4.68 4.01 4.70 5.81 5.84 7.50 5.75 6.58
Five 2.60 1.46 1.15 i.o4 2.52 2.06 5.17 .88 2.19
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slight drop from grade four to five. The girls also continue dovmv/ard
in grade six. The boys, hov/ever, pick up interest at that grade and
continue on through grade ten; at that point the peak of daily reading
is reached and a decline sets in. The girls, hov/ever, begin a gradual
climb at grade seven which continues steadily through the twelfth. The
writer would certainly not correlate these trends with the differences
between boys and girls in the rate of development at adolescence, inas-
much as girls mature sooner than boys and the type of interest changes
and expands accordingly.
These differentiated trends are reflected in Table XI, v/hich
shows the progression of the average number of papers read daily, for
the total number of pupils, by grade. The average declines from grades
four to six, then starts upv/ard and continues through the twelfth grade,
with a slight dip dov/nward at grade eleven.
Tables XII and XIII, which present the average number of
identifiable papers checked (including both daily and occasional reading)
by the boys and girls of each grade and the pupils of each grade,
respectively, show fluctuating amounts of reading for the different sex
and age groups. The same decline of interest on the part of the boys at
the eleventh and twelfth grade levels as appeared in the amount of daily
reading may be observed again here. The girls are less consistent in
their reading. These differences naturally affect the total average as
portrayed by grades in Table XIII. It is, however, interesting to note
how the number of newspapers read both daily and occasionally hovers
around four - again, as in the case of the average number of papers read
daily, a moderate amount - and that the average number of papers read
b'trwnvfod oolis oJ- •UJO'i tsiJij'ig qo*ifl wri^iis
bajs &e qu ioxf' tiov^roil ,3';o4 snT ..-'.is rii
to 5;oeq enJ- ^rluj iij itioi- dfircn.-fJ- xio jiit:iJ'f:oo
las^AT^] a ni'jOi tidvovoii o»i_ . -* e^se snifoeb s bnA borio^sof ai
otrr d xictrfi ^liJb^JTi oownii..:oo
-
iioirtic fiovt>a obel i :fiB dorilo
asDco't^itifc oifi d,tiw obno'Lt ssen't oJ-nit-itos ior. olucr; •:od‘i*npr
-Qsnx t jOfjesesXofcja in intmacl^vob to ?j'js't aa'd" nx aity^ bnn a'.'oc aesn^ecf
tno’ieJ’fd .0 sqvt br:^ r»vod rjpc^ tenvoe ©"Sir^jj:^ alti^ 00 cioua/- *,
. ,,i,,;iib'to3aB abn?*q.':e bna
jr 'll fal .li oto cr-xioni .vaiJ-ijo-toltir ©cotff
'lOt <%'Ij.tb hi!ct rtsq.'jq tc 'loJtn/in .Jili io rTCiBe'j'i;va'iJ otii n^/oria
cobjjt^, Lor:! u jiuLoot 3-^»n-iov>3 offT
'.
.abeT^ .iO lodaKur; -/.ioJ” adJ-
.,dtr3v;i oi(i d;4i;cr:i.x s^x/niin-^o ^rja b'tjtun/ citain .^ifi ,xiB oi 'luo'l
. .ova*© obai2 i'Uvrrr. ofJ qI6 idziif'- ^ tiilxi
to 'ioouaX:! Oi.t ;{o.'..^/ ,IIIX ' ' IL^ oid.Ci.
XAfiolcMOO boj.
-.lix-a d.^od be,; oo-o o^^>v oq oXdjai'ii^ffe:
i
,oL :t;; do.‘)C> ro sfiqwq oni . .i« yb.'Xs daxo “io alTi;;; bee c’^cd Oui vi
xor Jno'cottjtfc odj- lot to ainj^oefo ^cliBUioull:
,
^ovi^osqao't
a*,’o<f oifi *0 d'caq ydi 1x0 ian'ioi'bi *0 offiXcob or ro orfl' .aqx/ot^ o^’b bna
ic ?T^'c.ro ©fid’ ri bo'LBoqqa sb . ^ovoi .ij.ro'jj' fertc iij:.e.v:iXo ©dd"
ri J-.-toJeianco cesX ois cX-Ji^j
. .-iorf nia^B .ovioado od "/aai
8 B oya’XsvB Xedad oild iooUx xlXa’Xx/taii aaoxtoiyllic oae(i7 .^aibeo't liorii
si iii ot Sflid'scie^dni (•xovoivaij ^p.i .IIIX ofdrT ni ao5ij‘i3 vd
i") atovari vXXanoiaxooo bojy nsnd rrst 3 ivqj3qBr.oii to 'ladotx/n ©fCt ivoif
baoi Bieqrq to -is rurun •oj.o'xovr adt to oo»o ©rfj- rri mb - ixrcl basJC’W
bao t Bioqnq lo 'loJtiXffi o^jqiuvo o:.j jad- bna - jtmrnnn aiataboa .0 tXliab
•55-
TABLE X
PROGRESSION OF AVERAGE NUMBER OF PAPERS READ DAILY, PER PUPIL, BY SEX
aintd grade
BOYS
Grade IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
Average
No. Papers 1.90 1.74 1.82 1.95 2.06 2.08 2.25 2.06 2.04
GIRLS
Grade IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
Average
No* Papers 1.84 1.70 1.60 1.77 1.85 1.87 1.99 2.01 2.19
TABLE XI
PROGRESSION OF AVERAGE IlUlvIBER OF PAPERS READ DAILY, PER PUPIL, BY GRADE
Grade IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
Average
No. Papers 1.87 1.72 1.71 1.64 1.95 1.97 2.11 1.99 2.12
xae Ys ;K£'? ,YJiAa gahh 'io yiimm!' >x' :toi88BH30/i?
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Grade IV V VI VII VIII K X XI XII
Average
No. Papers 5.92 4.50 4.10 4.28 4.15 4.27 4.92 4.44 4.56
Grade IV V VI
GIRLS
VII VIII IX X XI XII
Average
No. Papers 4.07 4.08 4.15 4.12 4.12 5.89 4.50 4.08 4.46
PROGRESSION OF AVERAGE NUIABER OF
TABLE XIII
TOTAL IDEI'ITIFIABLE PAPERS CHECKED, PER PUPIL,
(INCLUDING DUPLICATES) BY GRADE
Grade IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
Average
No» Papers 4.00 4.20 4.11 4.20 4.12 4.07 4.65 4 . 2? 4.50
t.
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daily and occasionally, per pupil, for the entire school, is 4,22.
SUMMARY AND 0CT\TCLUSI0N3
Among the individual papers listed on the questionnaire, the
leaders in popularity seem to be those of the average, popular type,
holding a middle course between conservatism and sensationalism and
leaning to no definite political bias. Next in favor v/ere the more sen-
sational, or definitely biased, papers. Lowest in popularity were the
conservative, cultural, distinguished and literary papers. These latter
papers, however, came into their ovm measure of popularity more and more
in their progress through the grades, v/hile the sensational and biased
papers either lagged behind the trend of mounting interest or definitely
ran counter to it. The leaders moved steadily upwards in popularity,
with the increasing interest in newspaper reading. The leaders were more
popular with the girls than with the boys.
Both the number of papers read daily and the total number of
papers read increased fairly consistently from grade to grade. The
average number of papers read daily for the entire school system was about
two; the average number of papers read both daily and occasionally for the
entire school system was a little over four.
Evidently, as the pupils mature, they become more and more
interested in the newspaper, but this increase of interest is always gradual.
As they grow older, too, and as the selective factor in the school system
begins to have effect, they lose interest in sensationalism and turn to the
better type of journalistic production, to a small but clearly apparent
•
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degree in each case
The boys show a wider range of interests and a greater amount
of daily and occasional reading than the girls, but their tastes tend
more towards the sensational nev/spapers than those of the girls.
For the average corarounity, the average, popular type of nev/s-
paper is the generally preferred type of reading; this may be due to the
fact that it keeps to the middle ground in most respects. There seems,
however, to be a definite place and a definite public for almost every
type of nev/spaper in an urban commmity such as that in which the survey
was conducted
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IV
FAVORITE SECTIONS OF THE NEWSPAPER
A. ’lYhat Sections the Children Read
In the article entitled "Newspaper Reading of High School
Pupils", in the Library Journal
,
November 1, 1927, K. Irene Bowman
Nelson reports a study carried on by her in the library of the Univer-
sity High School, The University of Iowa. Her procedure was to have
the pupils nark, over the period of a week, each article or part of a
newspaper that they read. These were counted, and the ranks of the
various departments according to the nvimber of pupils reading each one
turned out as follows: sport news, funny strips, nev/s( local, world and
national), scandal, advertisements, poems, columns, cartoons. No edi-
( 1 )
torial was checked.
In the present study, the pupils were asked, under Question 5,
to check any and all of the sections of the newspaper listed there
which they liked to read all the time in their paper or papers. Table
XrV shows the distribution of the pupils’ responses. The sections are
listed in the table in the order in v/hich they appear on the questionnaire,
and the responses are tabulated by sex and grade. The table merely pre-
sents the data as tabulated. The significant findings are entered on
succeeding tables.
1. K. Irene Bovnaan Nelson: "Newspaper Reading of High School
Pupils", Library Journal
,
vol. LII, pp. 1028-1029*
nnSh-W:
.;5:i aiiT qc e^.'OI'naB •JTIHOrA't
no-xfiiiiiO o<:J- fsacisosP
,k















.'O sj-jH-r . ,V b,^
,^,..; co 01B. 0,-,,... .,,., , .,.* . ,.,^ ,., -
»no rio/;o ^niobv-.
.li-, - 'lo %
'j*., ejj ^ -, o..-,c ,,-:iq,6 o-KV^r








( i ; ..
• "^.06110 ajBtt' l£3i*ro^




ooori. b,.,.x ,o,a,a,on o.i. lo aaoi.oea a^o lo xr,
,oa.Xo o.
oXdal
.a-!o<i3<, to taqea tHnt nX aait
,rfj. xXj ba .t oj (,/,- rA-a Da,>" bo:..
I
-or.j- a.'idw
’ ••C^iJooa 9iiY »Q0Qr 0i''301 * a " fntm '+aa.iq./q on& lo rtoi:uoii’t^Bib ewox^o VIX






.,-.o voo lo.aXoOoJ aaooora.v o^t
noi .rr34-.-o »t.a flr^nidrx't
















































Ads 21 4o 26 27 52 45 55 45 22 55 22 47 54 45 24 51 25 50
Beauty 5 17 4 15 7 18 1 25 6 19 — 48 2 62 1 45 1 62
Books 16 14 7 16 22 27 18 57 14 21 7 25 55 47 16 21 28 49
Cartoons 104 88 151 84 157 107 145 129 122 96 105 85 125 96 84 56 80 85
Comics 177 176 177 161 174 170 176 197 171 165 154 l46 158 145 107 101 99 115
Editorial 11 8 9 7 24 25 28 55 58 51 55 57 89 58 62 58 76 78
Fashions 8 27 6 59 6 55 — 62 — 64 — 84 — 109 5 80 1 95
Fiction 44 42 52 58 55 69 70 96 59 71 52 88 55 99 45 69 55 82
Gossip 12 51 22 57 59 52 20 58 22 52 25 56 29 71 52 67 55 51
Household 6 21 5 8 5 15 1 50 1 18 — 15 — 25 5 20 2 25
Letters l4 55 l4 26 19 50 16 44 18 55 8 44 27 40 16 27 22 44
News 119 97 110 90 125 102 145 148 147 129 125 120 145 121 105 87 91 111
Pictures 98 121 96 100 97 98 108 119 106 100 80 102 107 99 70 69 75 90
Radio 152 147 158 117 159 155 152 158 129 124 97 98 151 125 85 85 82 98
Roto. 64 70 62 55 84 79 82 100 88 81 69 71 92 80 68 49 62 87
Society 10 10 5 10 6 28 4 29 5 29 6 57 5 44 9 42 10 42
Spec. Feat.
.
52 27 47 40 60 59 85 78 82 69 69 64 88 67 64 45 67 69
Sports 128 65 150 59 144 70 146 85 145 102 119 92 151 99 105 67 94 85
Theatre 6l 94 70 87 72 104 80 150 86 105 64 111 94 127 57 88 66 105
———— (oaiviGiJ'j.;
. SI li fl 01 OX 9 9 8 6
a_ Q_ 0 J* k £
t?
'O' T*^ SK SS
X I so s Ort 9X 0
:
as IS viX V4\ r
i IS Ax
od ?)a A8 09 asi J3 YOI ^ SSX
;
y<e 101: Tox ?(!;: 30X \>ii£ ^1 aOi: ITX
dT «; SO '3'J 93 T?' xc
I oS J U-I — Ae — A3 —
cc 90
,
99 s.*- -«SA, XT 90
fj To XT 9S oa f.ii S3 ss
S CS r •V OS — •JX — 8X X
:.s YS cX TS ‘A 8 81
19 VQ 301 ISX Orix os: 3SX 9SX TAX
ST 96 OT 99 TOI sox 00 OOX COX
S3 23 <SX IcX Q9 T9 Asi 9SX 1
5d 01 30 03 S9 IT 90 Id 3c
:i 9 .‘A e T^: 0 9S C <




vC*. Vf7. v.u jis> XII 3D1 txi
ir ::i
)
T T "0 0 ai c A A
r\V tr c 1, 0 s 0 S' rcoi-oo£.
:;' eA YS Os 'oA' rs 8X)xS
X 81
1 - ill A YX' ^J’^xasQ.
81 T*^ OS Of Y ir Of a^ocS
:
9AjC TO. : i<i as 450X
T9I OTX ovx iTlc xox tyx Oyx YTX cai j
.Ci< 82 es i AS
1
T 9 8! XX I/’i*: 'j * :fi.X
— 0 Of o TS 7 cnciiitx^
09 CT H *• 90 SO sA ^ ,t*l
'
-j
8: OS SO :s X^ sx GloeoO
£ 2X d a xs 0 bXc/icatJoH
A^ or 9X 6s Ax AX o'JuwieO
6Al :fAX SOI v-:>^ 09 oix T9 9XX V.ij.
v:xx 301 •>9 T9 CaJ I c9 X^^X 'S9 notuiot^-l
8<X iKlX <?x 9^X VXX 391 T^^X sax OibBfl
^X5X sa 9T Ai *a so cy
.0^03




i a8 9c Oh OA ya YS •C .J' '' . 30<i6
28 oAx oy A-^i <0 c<x cO ‘SX









In Table XV, the sections are arranged according to their
rank, based on the percentage of the total number of pupils who signi-
fied that they liked to read each one. Percentages are entered under
grades and reckoned on the basis of the number of pupils in each grade,
in order to show any trends that may appear.
It will be noted, from Table XV, that interest in the outstand-
ing leader, the comic section, shows a fairly consistent, though slight,
decline of about six per cent from grade five. This decline is most
marked at grades eleven and twelve, a fact consistent with findings re-
ported in the chapter entitled "The Comic Strip" (compare Tables XXII
and XXIV ) and also consistent with the sharp decline in percentage of
twelfth grade pupils ranking the comic section as their first preference
among the departments read (see Table XVIII ). Almost all the other
sections show a gradual increase in popularity, sometimes strikingly
consistent, at other times fluctuating a little at certain grade levels.
Of this group, the outstanding examples, as can easily be seen from a
glance at Table XV, are: news (showing perfect consistency in its increase
of appeal), sports, theatre, fiction, special features, editorials,
fashions (another section shoviing consistent increase in popularity with-
out fluctuation), and book reviews. The section which gained the largest
percentage of readers with increasing maturity was editorials, showing
an increase of nearly 65 per cent from grade four to grade twelve. In
approximate figures, theatre gained 5^ per cent; special features, per
cent; nev/s, 52 per cent; fashions, 52 per cent; rotogravure, 5I cent;
sports, 51 psi” cent; fiction, 29 per cent; book reviews, 28 per cent.
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PERCKITAGE OF TOTAL NUMBER OF PUPILS IN EACH GRADE WHO CHECKED VARIOUS
SECTIONS OF THE NEWSPAPER (H^CLUDIITG DUPLICATES)
Section IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
Comics 91.95 98.85 98.57 97.59 97.67 96.22 95.56 91.65 95.86
Radio 77.86 74.56 77.94 70.50 75.55 67.01 80.65 74.01 78.95
News 56.25 58.48 65.04 76.50 80.25 84.19 84.44 84.58 88.60
Sports 49.74 55.26 61.52 60.51 71.80 72.51 79.56 75.77 78.51
Cartoons 50.00 62.86 69.91 71.02 65.57 64.60 70.16 61.67 72.57
Pictures 57.05 57.51 55.87 59.27 59.88 62.54 65.40 61.25 72.57
Theatre 40.56 45.91 50.45 54.85 55.52 60.14 70.16 65.88 74.12
Roto. 54.90 55.62 46.70 47.52 49.15 48.11 54.60 51.54 65.55
Fiction 22.40 26.52 5^t .96 45.54 57.79 48.11 48.25 49.54 51.52
Spec. Feat. 15.56 25.44 28.57 42.56 45.90 45.70 49.21 47.14 59.65
Gossip 11.20 17.25 26.07 20.56 21.51 27.15 51.75 45.61 56.84
Editorial 4.95 4.68 14.04 16.45 20.06 24.74 46.67 44.05 67.54
Fashions 9.11 15.16 16.90 16.19 18.60 28.86 54.60 57.44 41.25
Ads 15.88 15.50 22.06 19.84 15.99 25.71 24.44 24.25 52.02
Letters 12.76 11.70 14.04 15.66 14.82 17.87 21.27 18.94 28.95
Books 7.81 6.72 14.04 14.56 10.17 11.00 25.40 16.50 55.77
Beauty 5.21 5.56 7.16 6.27 7.27 16.49 20.52 20.26 27.65
Society 5.21 5.8O 9.74 8.62 9.50 14.78 15.56 22.47 22.81
Household 7.05 5.80 5.15 8.09 5.52 5.15 7.94 10.15 11.84
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Differences in reading interests between boys and girls are
clearly shovm in Table XVI, which tabulates the total number and per-
centage of boys and girls checking each section. The girls in this
case reveal a wider range of interest than the boys, as may be seen
from the totals. Sections read more by the girls include: ads, beauty
hints, book reviews, fashions, fiction, gossip, household, letters,
society and theatre. Tlie sections read by more boys than girls include
cartoons, editorials, news, special features and sports.
These differences indicate
,
that the tastes of the girls
incline a bit more to personal, subjective and artistic or emotional
interests than those of the boys. The boys seem more interested than
the girls in the real world outside and critical comment - pictorial or
written - upon it.
B. V/hat Sections the Cliildren Like Beat.
"In his study of the newspaper aiid magazine reading of fourth
fifth and sixth grade children in Chicago and in Rock Island, Rasche
secured statements from several thousand children concerning the parts
of newspapers that they like best. The five parts most frequently men-
tioned are 'comics,' 'stories,' 'news,' 'sports,' and 'pictures.'
That there are wide individual differences is revealed by the fact that
both 'sports' and 'nev/s' appeared in the list of parts liked least as
well as in the list of parts liked best Thus does William S. Gray
1. William S. Gray and Ruth Munroe: The Reading Interests and
Habits of Adults
,
Nev/ York, The Macmillan Company, 1929,
p. 114.
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TOTAL IWiBER AfID PERCEIvITAGE OF BOYS MD GIRLS CliECKIKG VARIOUS SECTIONS
OF THE NEWSPAPER (BICLUDE\^G DUPLICATES)
Boys Girls
Section Number Percentage Number Percentage
Ads 257 15.84 559 25.10
Beauty 25 1.74 509 21.61
Books 161 11.24 257 17.97
Cartoons 1029 71.11 826 57.76
Comics 1575 95.81 1574 96.08
Editorial 572 25.96 517 22.17
Fashions 26 1.81 611 42.75
Fiction 461 52.17 654 45.75
Gossip 252 16.19 475 55.22
Household 21 1.46 177 12.58
Letters 154 10.75 525 22.59
News 1112 77.60 1005 70.28
Pictures 857 58.41 898 62.80
Radio 1085 75.58 1065 74.54
Roto. 671 46.82 670 46.85
Society 56 5.91 271 18.95
Spec.Feat. 594 41.45 496 54.68
Sports 1162 81.09 722 50.49
Theatre 650 45.56 949 66.56
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surnmarize the unpublished report by V/illiam F. Rasche, prepared at the
University of Chicago, July, 1927, of a study in children's magazine and
newspaper reading interests.
Rasche was wise, indeed, not to judge popularity solely on
the basis of "numbers reading". Such judgment, as the present study
reveals, is at best rough. It is used frequently, too frequently, as
an objective measure of a quality - popularity - which is a blend of
numbers and choice. It is a particularly fallible measure v/hen applied
to children's reading interests, or those of adults, for that matter.
How many of us, who might check that we read vjeather reports and the
radio page, would select them as popular choices of reading? In this
respect, numbers may be extremely misleading.
This fact is brought out very clearly in Table XVII. Here
the sections of the newspaper are listed in the order of their rank by
nvimber, and percentage of total number, of pupils checking them. Then,
in the next four columns, the percentages of pupils ranking each section
first, second, third and fourth are entered. The percentages for the
first choice column were reckoned on the basis of the total number of
pupils who made a first choice, the percentages for the second column
were reckoned on the basis of the total number of pupils who indicated
second choices, and so on. Although all pupils checked departments read,
a small percentage did not rank the departments. Also, of those who did
indicate choices, some made only one choice, some only two choices, some
only three, and so on. The number of these pupils was not large, but it
was felt that the relative popularity, according to actual ranking by
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TABLE XVII
THE RANK III POPULARITY OF EACH SECTION OF TxHE NEV/SPAPER, AS SKOVm FIRST BY
NU^^BER AITD PERCEi^TAGE OF PUPILS OKECKn'IG IT, THEN BY PERCEl^TAGE OF PUPILS















Comics 27^7 95.95 49.11 18.51 9.92 7.06
Radio 2146 74.96 1.95 7.55 10.54 12.69
News 2117 75.94 15.96 16.57 14.92 11.20
Sports 1684 65.80 19.89 15.75 8.88 6.90
Cartoons 1855 64.79 1.56 12.50 11.09 9.05
Pictures 1755 60.60 .58 5.56 7.55 11.57
Theatre 1599 55.85 2.07 5.77 5.70 7.75
Roto. 1541 46.84 1.05 4.18 5.59 6.65
Fiction 1115 58.94 5.16 6.25 6.56 5.25
Spec .Feat. 1090 58.07 .69 2.20 4.11 5.04
Gossip 707 24.69 .44 1.79 2.21 1.86
Editorial 689 24.06 2.56 2.95 5.76 5.68
Fashions 657 22.25 .76 2.51 2.75 5.26
Ads 596 20.82 .29 .82 1.24 2.27
Letters 477 16.66 .55 .97 1.15 1.69
Books 418 14.60 .51 1.27 2.09 2.02
Beauty 55^ 11.67 .47 .78 1.47 .95
Society 527 11.42 .40 .54 .66 .79
Household 198 6.92 .44 .59 .45 .54
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pupils, of the various departments could be accurately determined only
by eliminating those who did not indicate a first, second, third, or
fourth choice, in reckoning the percentage. To include those who merely
checked with those v/ho ranked would be incorrect, inasmuch as the writer
wished to shov/ what percentage of the pupils who made a first or second
choice, for example, rated a department first or second.
In considering the first choice column, several serious upsets
in rank v/ill be noted at once, showing clearly the discrepancy between
numerical popularity and actual preference. Sports, theatre, fiction and
editorials, for example, rise in popularity. Editorials rises seven
ranks. Other departments, including radio, news, cartoons, pictures,
gossip, ads and letters, decline in popularity. Radio slides down the
list five places. Almost every department changes rank. According to
the rank by percentage of pupils’ first choices, comics, sports, news
and fiction are the real leaders.
Certain sections, notably radio, pictures, theatre, rotogravure,
special features, fashions, ads, and letters, increase in percentage in
progression from first to fourth choice. Others, notably the first choice
leaders, comics, sports and nev/s (irregular), declining 42 per cent, I5
per cent and a little less than 5 P®r cent, respectively, in percentage
in progression from first to fourth choice, reveal a contrary trend. Of
these three departments, news is the only one which seems to have been
considered primarily a "second choice" or "third choice" department.
These increases and declines in percentage in progression from first to
fourth choice give a rough idea as to whether the pupils considered a
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particular department a "first rate", "second rate", "third rate" or
"fourth rate" department from the point of view of appeal.
A supplementary table, (Table XVIIa) has been included to
show the distribution of the total nximber of first, second, third and
fourth choices of all the pupils.
In Table XVIII, which shovis the percentage of the number of
pupils in each sex and grade group making first, second, third and fourth
choices who rated each department first, second, third or fourth,
respectively, the boys and girls are shown separately, to facilitate
comparison and contrast. The arrangement of the table makes possible
the tracing of trends, such as the decline of interest in comics and
the increasing interest in news and editorials, throughout the grades,
which are reflected, for example, in the percentage of boys and girls
in each grade placing these departments in the first choice group.
The table also reveals differences between the boys and girls
which are not revealed in Table XVI, which presents only differences in
total numbers and percentages checking departments. In Table XVIII, for
example, we see that a much larger percentage of girls in every grade
ranked comics first, and that a very much larger percentage of boys
ranked sports first, in every grade. A larger percentage of boys in
every grade, however (with the exception of three cases, out of thirty-
six grade-groups), ranked comics second, third and fourth. We may also
note that although, according to Table XVI, a certain number of boys
read "girls'" departments, like fashions, beauty and society or even
household. Table XVIII reveals that those boys who made first, second.
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TABLE XVIIa
DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL NUIABER OF :PUPILS RAlTKrTG CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE
NEWSPAPER FIRST, SECOI'ID, THIRD AND FOURTH, ACCORDEIG TO PREFERENCE
No. Rating No • Rating No. Rating No. Rating
Section It First It Second It Third It Fourth
Comics 1551 491 256 171
Sports 547 568 229 167
News 584 459 585 271
Fiction 87 167 164 127
Editorial 65 79 97 89
Theatre 57 101 147 187
Radio 55 202 272 507
Cartoons 45 555 286 219
Roto. 29 112 159 161
Fashions 21 62 71 79
Spec.Feat. 19 59 106 122
Pictures 16 90 190 275
Books 14 54 54 49
Beauty 15 21 58 25
Gossip 12 48 57 45
Household 12 16 11 15
Society 11 9 17 19
Letters 9 26 29 4l
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PERCENTAGE OF THE NUMBER OF PUPILS H'l EACH SEX AND GRADE GROUP MAXING
FIRST, SECOND, THIRD AND FOURTH CHOICES WHO RATED A DEPARTI^IEI\TT FIRST,
SECOND, THIRD OR FOURTH, RESPECTIVELY, BY CHOICE, GRADE. AND SEX
First Choice








41.67 56.57 26.95 17.40 25.90














57.15 46.10 47.21 45.14



































































































































































IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
Spec. Feat.
Boys .61 — *56 1.14 .71 1.24 .88
Girls — — 1.21 .51 1.81 .68 .67 .95 1.57
Pictures
Boys .57 1.42 . CD CD 1.01
Girls — — .61 ~ 1.81 -- 2.70 — 1.57
Books
Boys 1.25 — — .55 in. .71 2.48 — —
Girls — 1.55 .68 — 1.57
Beauty
Boys — — .60 —









Boys — — .60 —













Girls — .51 1.81 ~ .67 — .79
Ads
Boys .55 — — — —






















































































































































































































































Girls 1.95 2.80 5.15 2.56 2.42 8.84 6.08 12.58 4,72






















































































































































Boys 17-39 14.67 14.74
G-irls 17.69 13.33 10.53
Cartoons
Boys 13-77 19.33 23. 08
Girls 9.23 11.11 11.84
Radio
Boys 19.57 16.00 14.74
Girls 15.32 12.60 15.13
Comics
Boys 7.25 4.00 4.49
Girls 1.54 2.96 4.60
Sports
Boys 13.05 10.67 12.18
Girls 10.00 9.64 3.29
Pictures
Boys 7.97 8.66 4 . 4q
Girls 12.31 13 ‘33 11.84
Fiction
Boys 4. 35 9-33 5-13
Girls 5.3s 5-93 7.24
Theatre
Boys 2.17 3-33 3 -S5
Girls 8.U6 7 . 4i 7.24
Roto
.
Boys 6.53 4.00 3.21
Girls 6.92 6.67 b.58
Spec. Feat..
Boys 2.17 2.67 it.H9
Girls 1.54 4.44 2.63
Editorial
Boys .72 1.33 2.^6
Girls — — 2.63
VII VIII IX X .XI XII
19.89 21.89 18. 98 15.72 18. 92 13.40
13.23 17. 18 10.42 11.03 8.83 7.09
19.32 9.47 10.22 10.69 11.71 8.25
10.05 7.36 3-^7 4.13 5.88 5.51
11.36 10.06 9.49 7.55 5.41 10.31
10.58 7.9s 4.86 6.89 2.94 5.51
12.50 15.98 18. 98 20.75 12.61 16.50
6.35 7.36 10.42 8.97 11.77 14.18
7-39 7.69 10.22 7-55 11.71 7.22
6.35 S.59 6.95 11.03 9. 81 8.66
5.11 5.92 6.57 6.92 8.11 7.22
5.82 6.14 8.33 5.52 5.88 3.94
3.41 2.37 5-11 8.17 4.50 2.06
8.46 6.75 15-97 7-59 3.92 6.30
2.27 4 .l4 3.65 2.52 2.70 4.12
11.11 8.59 4.86 5.52 9. 81 11.02
4.54 4.74 8.02 3-77 6.31 4.12
7-41 6.13 6.25 6.45 6.94 4.72
8.52 8.28 5.11 5-93 5.41 4.12
3.70 4.29 2.08 .69 2.94 3.94
2.84 5.92 1.46 5.66 6.31 15.46
— 4.29 4.17 5.52 5.88 8.66
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IV JL VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
Fashions
Boys


























































































































IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
Radio
Boys 20.55 15.91 18.62 15.09 11.52 15.28 10.97 12.58 6.19
Girls 16.07 18.55 19.75 7.10 11.66 5.65 8.27 8.85 9.45
Pictures
Boys 15.95 18.94 8.97 11.52 16.98 8.59 8.59 9.52 9.28
Girls 16.96 15.55 10.20 11.85 12.27 12.68 6.21 4.90 7.09
Nevjs
Boys 15.05 16.67 15.17 11.52 8.18 15.28 10.97 12.58 9.28
Girls 8.05 15.55 6.12 11.85 9.82 12.68 10.54 11.77 6.50
Cartoons
Boys 15.28 e.55 9.66 11.52 14.47 11.72 11.61 12.58 12.57
Girls 5.56 4.17 8.17 10.06 8.59 5.65 5.52 2.94 5.51
Theatre
Boys 7.08 5.51 5.52 7.55 5.77 6.25 6.45 5.72 4.12
Girls 9.82 16.67 9.55 11.85 5.52 7.75 8.96 15.75 4.72
Comics
Boys 1.77 5.79 4.14 7.55 12.58 14.84 8.59 8.57 24.74
Girls 1.79 1.68 ~ 2.96 6.75 7.75 4.85 10,78 9.45
Sports
Boys 9.74 11.56 8.97 8.18 5.66 5.15 8.59 5.72 5.16
Girls 8.95 5.00 8.17 6.51 7.56 6.54 8.27 2.94 2.56
Roto.
Boys 7.08 4.55 11.05 7.55 6.91 7.05 9.05 9.52 6.19
Girls 7.14 4.17 6.12 6.51 7.97 4.25 4.14 1.96 7.09
Fiction
Boys 4.42 4.55 5.52 9.45 7.55 5.47 5.22 6,67 1.05
Girls 5.56 2.50 6.12 5.92 5.07 2.11 6.21 7.84 6.50
Spec. Feat.
Boys 1.77 1.51 2.06 6.91 6.91 9.58 7.74 7.62 5.09
Girls 4.46 5.55 2.04 10.06 4.29 4.95 4,14 2,94 4.72
Editorial
Boys — .76 2.76 5.15 2.52 2.54 9.68 4.77 15.40
Girls —
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IV V VI VII VIII DC X XI XII
Ads
Boys .88 2.27 2.76 1.26 5.15 1.95 1.90 1.05
Girls 5.57 — 4.76 1.78 5.07 — 6.90 2.94 2.56
Fashions
Boys — — .69
2.96 9.65Girls 1.79 5.85 4.76 4.29 11.27 8.85 8;66
Books
Boys 1.77 1.51 .69 — .65 .78 1.29 .95 2.06
Girls .89 .85 2.72 4.14 5.07 2.11 2.76 5.92 6.50
Gossip
Boys — 1.51 2.06 — .65 .78 1.29 — 1.05
Girls 1.79 2.50 4.08 1.18 1.84 4.22 2.76 4.90 5.15
Letters
Boys .88 1.51 .69 ~ .65 — .65 .95 1.05
Girls 5.56 6.67 .68 1.18 4.29 2.82 5.45 — —
Beauty
Boys
1.56Girls .89 .85 — 4.22 2.76 5.88 2.56
Society
Boys — .76 — .65
1.40
»95 —
Girls — — .68 — 5.07 1.58 1.96 5.15
Household
Boys — .76 .69 —
























































third and fourth choices did not, as a general rule, rank such depart
ments among these choices.
SUIMARY AND CX)NCLUSIOIIS
Of the sections checked by the pupils, comics ic the leader
in numbers, followed by radio, news and sports. Although the leader
holds its position well, there is a gradual decline in the percentage
of pupils reading the comic section from the fifth grade onv/ard.
Almost all other sections attract increasing percentages of pupils.
The entire trend of the reading of these sections is one of expanding
interest.
Differences, hov/ever, are noted between the boys and the girls.
The boys, in larger numbers than the girls, lean to sections treating
v/ith events and activities in the v/orld outside and critical comment
upon such events and activities. The girls turn, in appreciably larger
numbers than the boys, to sections of personal, subjective interest or
sections which provide artistic appeal or emotional release.
In the choices of the pupils, indicating preference among the
sections, startling shifts in the ranking of the sections take place.
This indicates that popularity cannot be reckoned solely on a numerical
basis. The conclusion to be drawn from these shifts in rank is that
many children read certain sections either for purposes beyond intrinsic
interest of the section - as in the case of radio - or look at the section
as a matter of course - as in the case of pictures. On the first choice
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basis, radio disappears from the first four ranks, nev/s yields its place
to sports, and fiction takes fourth place. Any ultimate ranking of the
sections on the basis of preference, however, would undoubtedly necessitate
due consideration of the second, third and fourth choices of the pupils
and, consequently, of the respective ranking positions of the sections
as reckoned according to such choices.
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VFAVORITE .7RITERS DI THE NEWSPAPERS
A. V/hat Writers the Children Read.
Although the data which forns the basic for this chapter of
the study were compiled from the responses to Question 8, it was felt, in
writing the report, that consideration of the children's reading inter-
ests and preferences v/ith respect to writers should naturally follow
consideration of the sections of the newspaper read. Moreover, it was
felt that, on the other hand, the discussion of comic strips, which has
little to do with the newspapers themselves and which is in decidedly
lighter vein than the rest of the report, should be placed towards the
end in conjunction with the discussion of picture appeal.
Here, as in other sections of the report, the writer is tread-
ing new gro\And. There are no studies in the field to furnish bases of
comparison. The writer was inspired to include this problem in her sur-
vey because of the random guesses as to the newspaper writers preferred
by children which had been made from time to time in her presence. It
occurred to her that there were men and women writing for newspapers at
the present time v/hose names have become almost household words to the
American public. She wondered how many children were familiar with
these men and women and just how those children v;ould rate the v/riters.
Hence, she listed them in her questionnaire.
For purposes of comparison with these v;riters, she added the
“lo ujt.ii- lo’l oic/jcf aofriw etah ahj-
-.i-^uodiLA
j. i ,d rtox&Q&is^ o& 9o0fio<je 3i dri*f ctO'iIe b&£J:qc!CO xbuJ'Q oci^t
—
.oJ'jjJ: X Q no'icl/do iXtf 'o ^icHcv^biBnoy i&:is tixi^
wo'.'.
.1 \,Llatt!iBn hlucds oto^ii c cJ J’oOn'ia'X .Jbrr aoonaio'ioiq b/io aj'so
3«w Jl ,'X3vooi( \: . Aja'i 'iorjBqavi3r« j anoicrooa ^riJ- io rciJ-aiafijifiioo
Q£u i*oi;h/ olcrro .o aolaed-ysth i^dJ- .bnzid lorfcfo di'j- no .itLiJ- ile:
ilt^b 'osb Bi rroixiv. tkOvLotiascis &iscj(ifi 7, 3n ©xisi- liJiv' o6 efj/il
oxfvf ci-'tfiwoJ t^oofilq od I'iuoxi. ,d'ioqM arid doai sii^ nisv lOitrigil
• X/ixjq.T
-'•tyJ'Qiy “to (ic ioc'ixonifa XTOjfdonc,'^ iTO? tri bxio




“lo ? jjx3 rf -'itiln'tfj'i o4 o.ij :.t nol^ui'.'i on ui.* 3104,1
. ; c*i'> i'.dii ^nl'
-t a T K. cji(fo‘i’ uixiy j^)xr;o
. 03 ’^B'f-'qoni «i»w 'lodiiv .>444 . .:ocX*sannos




- aooo'ii. 1 j:i ..'.i'! 3: i.r 03" uffi 3 oic" -
-^bjcoj iTOod b/jxi rioii^f no-iblluio xd
d’a Maqr^iarn-T loi ^:iwXiw r.ofjow
-.op oiow .'miU- facie
-lOii od bb’iinooo
dfij o.t yfcic
. docitila 3noc->d --^v ... ^o
-cn jnonw ;n:TiJ- .
. oud-
dJ-xti •.i3n '.yibltdo ^od xwiobcc . ,t odB' '.yi:du-.i naoxissrA





namea of ot-hers, some syndicated, some local, scattered throughout
various newspapers and producing similar copy or copy appealing to
the same interests. She chose writers that were talented in one v/ay
or another, distinctive, and not confined to one or two papers. This
latter qualification was especially important in view of the fact that
the majority of the famous writers who composed the core of her list
were distributed among the Hearst newspapers. Anyone familiar with
the Hearst policy of capturing, for the chain of papers, writers known
in scribblers' jargon as "big names" and rising writers with definite
popular appeal v/ill understand why this is so.
Table XIX shows the distribution of the total n\Amber of
pupils in each sex and grade group who checked the various writers
listed under Question 8. The responses include duplicates. The domi-
nance of Ripley, writer-artist whose "Believe It or Not" has become a
phrase in colloquial parlance, and Will Rogers, homespimi philosopher
and social and political critic, is readily apparent from this table,
as well as the extent to v;hich these two leaders retain their hold on
the public.
Several rising trends of interest may be noted. Of these,
the most outstanding and consistent are those in the cases of 0. 0.
McIntyre, who writes a column of gossip, anecdote, reminiscence and
human interest entitled "New York Day by Day" and’ Beatrice Fairfax,
famed for her "Advice to the Lovelorn".
The steady decline in the "None" rank reveals the fact that
school pupils become more and more aware of the personalities of nev/s-
paper v/riters as they mature.
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Ripley 81 65 112 64 118 88 145 129 152 96 107 90 154 87 90 69 85 82
Pantages 14 16 9 17 25 57 11 50 20 57 16 55 25 45 50 4l 20 26
Parsons 9 25 7 25 7 21 5 46 5 52 4 51 9 55 5 4l 5 27
Winchell 21 12 51 51 55 25 56 60 64 65 56 57 59 56 54 58 4l 48
O'Hara 17 19 15 16 47 28 45 45 68 52 45 59 78 48 62 29 55 42
McIntyre 4 2 5 5 14 5 17 15 17 6 9 6 25 17 16 11 25 15
Rogers 80 75 68 61 95 69 104 98 118 101 77 79 92 85 75 54 77 74
Fay King 15 22 9 12 15 15 6 14 7 9 — 10 5 15 7 11 6 15
Mackinnon 15 6 7 10 14 7 6 18 15 11 4 11 18 10 15 4 11 16
Rover 12 4 15 4 29 19 51 25 4o 18 24 19 40 20 26 16 19 24
Fairfax 4 5 5 12 6 8 1 10 5 8 1 15 1 22 1 22 1 22
Dix 11 44 8 25 9 52 5 47 8 44 5 49 9 61 7 54 7 54
Thorndike 4 6 5 5 8 12 5 17 4 8 — 15 5 16 5 27 4 19
None 69 59 57 57 29 55 15 22 11 10 7 15 10 5 7 5 1 5
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The interesting differences between the numbers and percentages
of boys and girls reading certain writers are shown in the supplementary
table. Table XIXa. The writers are ranked in this table according to the
total number of pupils checking them, in other words, by numerical popu-
larity. It will be seen that the four leading v/riters attract more boys
than girls* Thus, as in the sections of the newspaper read, we find that
in the case of writers, too, printed matter bearing on events and activi-
ties in the world outside and less personal or subjective in content
attracts larger numbers of boys than girls. Ripley, treating real life
oddities; Rogers, commenting on topics of the day; Winchell, v/riting gossip
about celebrities v/hose playgrounds are Broadway and Holly^vood and recount-
ing anecdotes about well-known people; and O'Hara, chatting about inter-
esting facts and incidents of real life, sports, and the strange reali-
ties of Hollywood, are all read more by boys. Others in this group, in
keeping with the trend observed, are: the Roving Reporter, writing a
special feature story each day on some amusing set of circumstances,
events or characters in real life; 0. 0. McIntyre, whose column has al-
ready been described; and George Mackinnon, a local gossip-column writer.
Writers attracting more girls than boys include: Dorothy Dix,
dean of women advisers on problems of the heart and the home; Lloyd
Pantages, writer of Hollywood gossip; Louella Parsons, also a Holly’.vood
V7riter but more concerned with the production aiigle; Fay King, writer-
artist dispensing philosophy about the relationships between m®i and
women by means of sketches and brief comment; Sybil Thorndike, the
"Love and Sentiment" author; and, as one would expect, Beatrice Fairfax.
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TOTAL KUI'ABER AIID PERCEIITAGE OF BOYS AiJD GIRLS OUECKIiTG VARIOUS WRITERS
PI THE NEWSPAPERS (l!:CLUDIUG DUPLICATES)
Boys Girls
Writer Niimber Percentage Nuraber Percentage
Ripley 1002 80.22 768 62.90
Rogers 782 62.61 694 56.84
Winchell 457 54.99 590 51.94
O'Hara 426 54.11 5I8 26.04
Dix 65 5.20 4io 55.58
Pantages 168 15.45 504 24.90
Rover 256 18.90 149 12.20
Parsons 50 4.00 277 22.69
McIntyre 150 10.41 16 6.22
Mackinnon 99 7.95 95 7.62
Fay King 66 5.28 125 10.08
Thorndike 54 2.72 125 10.24
Fairfax 1.84 122 9.99
Total: 5518 Total : 5649
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Again v/e see that the interest of the girls rims true to the trend shown
in the chapter on sections of the nev/spaper read. Their interest is
more personal, more subjective, more concerned with the emotions and
the glamorous figures of the world of art and entertainment. It will
be noted, from this supplementary table, that the girls have a slight
advantage of interest range over the boys.
Percentages for this table v/ere reckoned on the basis of the
number of pupils, boys and girls, v/ho checked writers.
B. Vi'hat Writers the Children Like Best
Table XX shows the ranlcing positions of the various v/riters,
first by total numbers and percentages of pupils checld.ng them, then
by the percentage of pupils making first, second, third or fourth
choices among the writers who rated a writer first, second, third or
fourth respectively.
It might be well to indicate at this point that the first
choices of some of the children are not represented on this table,
inasmuch as these choices were distributed among the writers written
in by the children, according to instructions, at the foot of the "Writer"
column. The names of all writers written in by the children may be
foxmd inthe Appendix.
As in the case of sections of the newspaper read, we note
here several shifts in ranking position when we consider the first
choice column. The most important of these is that in the case of
fr.Tc-i'u. aifj- oj-'ii- ot^’-r al't-'s ‘to j-gft'ijJ-.Tr ^Kict ays csw rjIriA
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TABLE XX
THE RMK IN POPULARITY OF CERTAIN WRITERS, AS SHO.W FIRST BY miBER AND
PERCEIJTAGE OF PUPILS CHECKING EACH, THEN BY PERCEtTTAGE OF PUPILS MAKING
FIRST, SECOND, THIRD AInD FOURTH CHOICES WHO RATED A WRITER FIRST, SECOND,














Ripley 1770 61.82 59.59 22.05 17.55 15.76
Rogers 1476 51.55 25.65 25.48 17.12 15.07
Win Che 11 827 28.88 5.16 l4 .4l 16.21 15.65
0 'Hara 744 25.99 11.71 9.90 12.08 8.54
Dix 475 16.59 4.51 6.27 5.54 7.50
Pantage
a
472 16.49 4.60 5.55 7.77 8.67
Rover 585 15.45 2.51 5.65 5.66 8.67
Parsons 527 11.42 2.46 4.16 5.15 5.45
McIntyre 206 7.20 .84 2.64 5.80 5.45
Mackinnon 192 6.71 .65 1.58 5.22 5.24
Fay King 189 6.60 .88 1.76 2.14 4.14
Thorndike 159 5.55 . CD00 1.88 1.57 2.07
Fairfax 145 5.06 .56
.95 2.25 1.81
None 595 15.75
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Neal O'Hara, the talented and distinctive columnist, who, although a
local writer, usurps by a wide margin the place of Walter Winchell.
Lloyd Pantages takes precedence over Dorothy Dix; Fay King over McIntyre
and Mackinnonj and Sybil Thorndike over McIntyre and Maclcinnon.
Table X>Ca has been included to show the distribution of the
nimnber of pupils ranking each writer first, second, third and fourth.
Table XXI, showing the percentage of the number of pupils in
each sex and grade group making first, second, third and fourth choices
who rated a writer first, second, third or fourth, respectively, reveals
trends of increasing and declining interests in writers throughout the
grades, as well as sex differences in interest. Here, considering the
section tabulating first choices, we note a decline of 15 per cent in boy
pupils ranking Ripley first and a decline of 11 per cent in girl pupils
ranking Ripley first, from grade four to grade twelve. A similar decline
may be observed in the case of Rogers. The two other leaders, O'Hara
and Winchell, on the other hand, shov; decided increases. O'Hara shows a
gain of 17 per cent among the boys and a gain of 15 per cent among the
girls, from grade four to grade twelve; and Winchell a gain of four per
cent among the boys and nearly four per cent among the girls, in progress
through the grades.
In every grade, more boys than girls selected Ripley for their
first choice. This is also true of Rogers, with the exception of grades
eight and ten. As in the case of sections of the newspaper read, it will
be noted that the table (in this case. Table XlXa) showing total nimabers
and percentages of boys and girls checking each writer does not give as
,.\''y': '^*^ • •'
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE TOTAL IWtiBER OF PUPILS PJUIKHIG CERTAEI .VRITERS FIRST,










Ripley 852 576 212 122
Rogers 552 455 207 101
O’Hara 252 169 146 66
Winchell 111 246 196 121
Pantages 99 91 94 67
Dix 97 107 67 58
Rover 54 62 68 67
Parsons 55 71 62 42
McIntyre 18 45 46 42
Fay King 19 50 26 52
Thorndike 19 52 19 16
Mackinnon l4 27 59 25









































































PERCENTAGE OF THE I^UMBER OF PUPILS lEI EACH SEX AND GRADE GROUP MAICING
FIRST, SECOND, THIRD AITD FOURTH CHOICES WHO RATED A WRITER FIRST, SECOND,
THIRD OR FOURTH, RESPECTIVELY. BY CHOICE, GRADE AI^D SEX
First Choice
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IV V VI VII VIII fx X XI XII
Thorndike
Boys














Girls 2.20 1.21 2.32 2.34 1.09 •95
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32.58 28.57 36.84 29.29
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9.30 17.19 21.35 17-65 21.05 24.25
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2.63 2.20 2.74 2.70
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IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII
Ripley
Boys 12.50 6.06 18.42 21.15 14.29 31.66 20.75 16.00
Cirls 5 . 8g 8.00 9.37 11.29 16.67 14.04 10.53 17.24 18. 33
Winchell
Boys 6.67 12.50 18. 19 18.42 11.54 14.29 15.00 22.64 16.00
Girls — 12.00 9.37 17.74 15.00 22.81 15.79 15.62 15.00
Rogers
Boys 6.67 12.50 9.09 18.42 13.46 14.29 11.67 20.75 26.00
Girls 5.B8 8.00 12.50 12.90 10.00 14.04 12.28 15.52 1.67
0 ’ Hara
Boys 33-33 6.25 6.06 15.79 7.69 14.29 5.00 5.66 10.00
Girls — 8.00 3.13 11.29 13-33 5.26 12.28 3-45 5.00
Pantaiges
Boys — 6.25 9.09 2.63 3.S5 14.28 5.66 5.66 10.00
Girls 11.77 8-00 12.50 12.90 16.67 8.77 5.26 8.62 8.33
Rover
Boys 13.33 0.25 15.15 10.53 25.00 14.28 11.67 5.66 8.00
Girls 11.77 4.00 6.25 4 .g4 10.00 3-51 1-75 3-45 8.33
Bix
Boys 6.67 12.50 — 2.63 — 5.00 — 2.00
Girls 29-41 16.00 15.62 4 .s4 11.67 7.02 10.53 10.34 16.67
Parsons
Boys — 6.25 — 2.63 — 3-57 - 1.89 —
Girls 11.77 — 12.50 6.45 1.67 10.53 17-55 10.34 8. 33
McIntyre
Boys 13.33 — 6.06 5-27 9.62 7.14 11.67 9.43 8.00
Girls 4.00 — 6.45 — 1.75 7-02 1.72 3-33
Pay King
Boys 20.00 IS . 75 6.06 2.63 3.S5 _ .. 1.89 2.00
Girls 5.88 12.00 12.50 3.23 1.67 1.75 - 6.90 5.00
Mackinnon
Boys — 15.15 — 1.92 3.57 1.67 3.78 2.00
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accurate an idea of actual preference as the latter table shelving choices
by sex and grade. In the case of the writers, for example, we find that
while some boys read "girls'" writers, like Dorothy Dix, Sybil Thorndike
and Beatrice Fairfax, relatively few boys who made first, second, third
and fourth choices ranked such writers among those choices.
Like certain departments, certain writers seem to be considered
predominantly "first rate", "second rate", "third rate" or "fourth rate"
by the pupils. Second, third and fourth choices would have to be taken
into account in fixing any ultimate ranking position for a writer; but on
the basis of percentage of first choices, Ripley, V/ill Rogers, Neal O'Hara
and Walter Winchell are the favorites, iii the order named.
SWiARY AND OOITCLUSIONS
Of the writers read, Ripley is the outstanding favorite, followed
by Will Rogers, Walter Winchell and Neal O'Hara - the highest ranking local
writer - in the order named. Certain writers like 0. 0. McIntyre and
Beatrice Fairfax, who have definitely adolescent or mature appeal, attain
their greatest popularity in the later grades, trie trend of interest in
the writers rising gradually to the peak. A reverse trend in the number
of pupils reading none of the writers listed indicates that pupils become
more aware of the distinct personalities and special qualities of jour-
nalistic writers as they grow older.
Differences in the numbers of boys and girls reading various
writers are in accord with the differences noted in the chapter on
n^oio/o :,iiiy.orin . Ji/il orlJ' aa ooriot©>o*;q ieL'ioa lo aobi: na
Ss£iu biti't on ^ofqjTAXa tox orfd 'to otsao iiI .oba’^r, biri^ xc'a
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JbfirlJ’ rbitcooH t rcxTi abatj ot{rr a^oci «.od .leviJaXoi ooXuaei?’ bn.g
.aao Ciio oaoxtd -^noc^fl s'loJ'i'Jv/ noxe bb^aat aaoiudo tiJxjf'St I>no
ij »'i^fcin/:ro acf a £>*>0 . stad^i'Xw .ffadiab J^’iaqob
- iaJ^oo a^jtJ
"o^y’: :'J-Xi:oV* to biiaV** /oixx baoociJ’' t 'Jdxx iexi'l" vfifiafilr;:-fca*rq^
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sections of the newspaper read. The boys here still lean to the real
world of events and action, whose horizon extends far beyond their own
circle of activities. The girls, in larger numbers, read material of
a more personal and subjective nature, or that which provides opportu-
nity for emotional release.
The only notevforthy shift in ranking position when the prefer-
ences of the pupils are considered is tliat of Neal O'Hara who, although
a local writer, steps over Winchell into third place in the first choice
colvimn.
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In the caravan of American phenomena the comic strip has
established a definite place. That very fact suggests a rich field
of exploration for a psychologist or social analyst with a sense of
humor; the field lies waiting to yield a volume at once entertaining
and illuminating. Into that field, because of its irrelevance to the
study in hand, the present writer does not propose to stray.
One cannot ignore the comic strip. One may admire it or
detest it. It is possible to read it religiously and yet remain more
or less indifferent to it; see it only about once a week and yet react
enthusiastically to it. On the basis of a mere nodding acquaintance
with it, one may discuss it publicly; or, on the other hand, while
thoroughly familiar with it, one may remain silent when the subject of
comic strips is raised. It is even possible to condemn it openly and
read it secretly, or to be an unconscious follower of it while con-
sciously deriding it as trash. These are matters of personal taste
or behavior. As a critical observer of the modern scene, at any rate,
no one can close his eyes to this conspicuous feature of our daily and
Sionday newspapers.
It is the vogue, of course, to sneer at the comic strip or to
explain it condescendingly as an escape device. It is no exaggeration
to state that in certain circles, v/here the very highest type of
bla jt‘. r-'iov j'exiT .oouiq o^roi^oi} jg btjflaiXtfijJ’ap
1o 38noQ a is-^Ia.ia faitjoe to ioi^oXodo^aq a tot ttcl^B’toLqy:^ lo
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to ti oiiLxbri dxtO •qX'ito aXiLOO otoc^i doflxms anO
ato».; rii'-t-t j'.'X 10 ^aet oJ 3XdX8t-0<i bX tl tfl'^eoi'ob
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individualisia has not yet “arrived”, one may stand or fall - other
qualifications being equal - by his knowledge or ignorance of the
comic strip. At this level, ”l never read them” is the Sesame to
grace; at a slightly higher level, it is customary to know what the
comic strip is and to be patronizing in one's attitude towards it;
at the individualistic level, it is considered delightfully eccentric
to follow the escapades of one pet hero or another through the medium
of the comic strip.
In the opinion of the present writer, it is probable that
the comic strip bulks larger, as influential factor, in the minds of
those who are disturbed by it than it does in the minds of those who
accept it along with the radio and sports pages. It is, in short,
no very grave matter, no particularly alarming portent on our social
horizon. It is, perhaps, most closely akin to the motion picture,
save that the balance betv/een the moulding and the reflecting of pub-
lic opinion and taste which the motion picture maintains rather nicely
is, in the case of the comic strip, swung decidedly in the direction
of response to demand.
The comic strip dispenses thrills and chuckles piece-meal,
in serial fashion, to newspaper-reading millions who give it varying
portions of their attention. To say that it tells a story episodically,
chiefly by means of sketches accompanied by a minimum of words, is to
convey the impression that it is utterly infantile in nature. In point
of fact, certain comic strips are anj't.hing but infantile in subject-
matter and appeal. As to the reason why Americans expect and enjoy
'JOfIJ’o - IXs'i 'lo ;ccr ono t'^bdvi'i'Lo’’ d’ov. rton aarf asilijwbivirjbni
&{{i to aonjarorrgl to ojibalv/oroi olA \<S - lawflo ^utod anoiJ’/'Ox'^/Ijaap
OJ 9ta33o5 aritt ei "tariJ’ baet tovoci 1“ i£g'/©I slrid” &A .tjitoO olmoo
J-Bd-u tfofOi pet ^fiowod-Qt-’o ei J-i ^XaveX torf-^fri lifiifgfia a ja loPat^
abtawoi obui’Xwi’-H i'oirc fii getiai/rotJ-Bq ad oi hao ax qit^e olitoo
Dxtirjoooo x^Xi-fltfrstXoii Jbotabieiico or dl tlav^X pXJ’e ' lateuXvibr i r la
'TWibs.'i oriJ rf'^i/otxict torf.tcna to ota;{ Jaq nno 1o Bo:jiq£oa& 9Cid hoIXo^ oJ"
.qitJ’s . oXcroo bHJ 'Ic
Jc.w aXcfflcfot', 8i Ji j-floaotq dnl io noiciqo Of{^ al
‘TO aUiilLi b:IJ‘ rj.
^
iodOM'!^ iaJ:}f^9ul'ir.l bb ^tastoX a: Ii/d c2tw‘a oixoo
orlvr *10 oc, ni 0006 J'i rriox^j rr-/d •ftodttrd’cib nxs oriv. ocGiid
,4
t^*ioxie ti tuX II . oi^toqe ora oibat ndX» ^aoXa Ji iq^aoba
Xsioo* tjio .to grtit tieXa ;Xtjt:XiJoXit«>’ or » ovi?t^ ^tov oa^
ripIXw... j'iJ 00 nisui ^XsaoX': tao'! » ivit^q ,ai . .ositorf
-iifi; 2o *:frioo«X'i«t oni iroa ^rribXweoi tnJ’ lOo ,tocf eo/Mti' d ‘jid ovaa
.•XaoXri titiaO iese.: jttrJ-oiq ti « lisMw oJofd baa noXnIqo oil
iciv’potii; oriJ- ri '^Xbobioob tnwwq .qXtttJ oixioo e.i Ic ogbo od-J
»
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this feature in their newspapers - that, as the writer has indicated,
is a field beyond the scope of this study, and a field wliich merits
shrewd but sympathetic attention*
It is necessary, nowadays, to introduce some word denoting
picaresque appeal into a discussion of the comic strip. Gone indeed
are the days when grotesque figures, ridiculous or amusing characters,
series of humorous verbal exchanges, or series of funny situations or
events could, by their mirth-provoking powers alone, win a major follow-
ing for this or that strip. Only dimly remembered, although not too
(1
long ago, is the heyday of Happy Hooligan, Abe Kabibble, Barney Google.
In fact, a description of the Sunday comic strip as a genre
which appeared so recently as about seven years ago lias, to one
acquainted with the comic strip of today, as antiquated a ring as the
description of one of the earliest "horseless carriages" by a con-
temporary observer:
"The comic sheet is an artistic affront and life situations
are distorted almost beyond recognition. The colors usually are pre-
sented v/ith no regard for harmony of combination, serving merely as
means for quick and unmistakable identification of character.
"The lines giving form to the characters serve an additional
purpose. They suggest certain human characteristics in exaggerated or
distorted form. One character through typical and unvaried form comes
to be associated invariably and unmistakably with a peculiar human
trait or combination of traits ... These are naively and crudely
presented, but so directly and unmistakably that even the most obtuse
1. Barney Google still survives, but was selected by no
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cannot fail to recognize them.
“The action of the funny paper centers about certain charac-
ters in whora restraint and suppression are conspicuously absent. The
character of the SiAnday 'funny' section takes many risks and defies,
frequently with complete immunity, both natural and man-made laws. In
some instances he is pictured as succeeding in his endeavors by recourse
to easy magic. At other times he is pictured as falling squarely upon
the face or being severely burned with fire or scalding water. He
assaults his fellow man with murderous vengeance and is in turn assaulted.
He loiows no decorum. He puts his cigar ashes into an upturned silk hat,
or into the goldfish bowl. He rests his feet on his neighbor's lap.
He speaks with saucy abandon to dignified personages. lie endures no
suppressions. He has complete freedom in self-expression."
The picture presented is highly colored by subjectivity;
nevertheless, discounting any influence which the personal feelings
of the writers of the above paragraphs may have had upon their selection
of absurdities, one feels that there are genuine enough details from
which to gain an impression of the former "funnies". That impression,
however, will not jibe with the impression gained from a perusal of
our modern comic strips. It was true, to a certain degree, in 1927«
It is not true now. Between the two dates - 192? and 195^ - an era
interposed itself, the momentous era of collapse and revival. The
depression intervened. What part it may or may not have played in
the disappearance of fantastic distortion and pointless horseplay or
silly humor from the comic strip cannot be ascertained without deep
1. Harvey C. Leliman and Paul A. Witty: "The Compensatory
Function of the SiAnday 'Funny' Paper ", Journal of Applied
Psychology
,
vol. XI, pp. 209-210.
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and extensive study. One can only say that the coinic strip has kept
pace v;ith the change in American temper and interests through the
lean years. It, like the nation, lias advanced towards a coming of age.
The rollicking foolery of the outmoded "funnies", like the
immature fantasy of the great majority of the old silent motion-
pictures, has passed, leaving in each case a source of diversion in
which characters and stories derive inspiration from the real life
around us as, its most exciting elements selected, it is set forth
in print. "Stories" - the word is the clue. The comic strip of
today more often than not has its sustained, continued plot in which
humor is subordinated - in varying degrees - to adventure. Through
that adventure runs, in the best and the most popular strips, the
thread of plausibility, the atmosphere of reality engendering the
will to believe, which children and adults alike demand in our times.
The modem comic strip, in its most popular forms, is pre-
occupied with rather sterner (for the word "serious" would convey a
false connotation) and more fundamental matters, in character and
plot, than heretofore. In this connection, the fifteen most popular
strips in the present survey may be considered. Four of the most
favored heroes are detectives, operating against gajsg^rs and other
malefactors; one is an aviator; one is an adventurous boy flier,
aiding his grovm-up friends in their difficulties with unpleasant
/
characters; two are youths at school (one of them has recently
worked on a newspaper and has made an auto trip across the country
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to Hollywood). Our leading heroine is as mature and romantic a young
lady as one may find betv/een the covers of one of the current mystery
novels; her closest rival is a little orphan girl who bears no resem-
blance to the enfants terribles of an earlier day; next in favor is a
young private secretary who, after a long life of service interspersed
with diverting episodes, is enjoying that period of drama for v/hich
most of us have a fleeting yearning when, as occasionally happens, the
world seems a bit too much with us - as an agent of the secret service;
one is a young ingenue of filmdom. Even an avowedly "comic" character
like Moon Mullins is involved in a definite sequence of events and is
drawn from homely life. Only two popular strips evoke memories of the
triumph of the grotesque - Popeye and (a genuine survival of which the
artist. Bud Fisher, may well be proud) I^tt and Jeff.
On the v/hole, it may be said v/ith justice that the comic
strip has abandoned infantile tomfoolery, nonsense, and that peculiarly
insane brand of violence which apparently delighted the children and
adults of an earlier day. Something faded from the comic strip at
about the time that the custard-pie ceased to afflict our screen come-
dies, something utterly silly, stupid and unreal, and lamented, like
the custard-pie, only by the very lowest and the very highest browed
folk. The comic strip of today evokes the smile, occasionally the
chuckle, very rarely the laugh v/hich is the due of farce. In short,
the comic strip has become as sober, as realistic, and as three-dimen-
sional as perhaps it really should ever become if it is to remain a
comic strip. As the clearest indication of its prevailing spirit.
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the present v/riter submits in evidence the portrayals of children in
today’s "funnies”; they are as true to life as they can be without
stepping out of the "funnies" into books.
So far as the present v/riter lias been able to determine,
no study of children's comic strip preferences has ever been made.
The popularity of the comic strip as compared with the other sections
of the newspaper has already been revealed. It has been shown that
Lehman and V/itty found about ninety per cent of the children tested
in their survey of 11,000 cases reading the Sunday comics. The
present survey, as v;e have seen, revealed that nearly ninety-six per
cent of the 2865 children questioned read the comic section.
Of these 2865 children, 2580 (90.12 per cent) gave a clear
and satisfactory response to Question 7* "<Vhat comic strip (funnies)
do you like best? Write the name here ..." Table XXII, tabulating
faulty and lacking responses, shows that of the remaining 285 (9»88
per cent), l40 made no response; 90 supplied the nai:ne of a newspaper
instead of the name of a comic strip, indicating perhaps misinter-
pretation of the question, perhaps a preference for the comic page
as a whole rather than for individual favorite strips; 55 professed
to have no preference, or confused the names of comic strips with
radio skits (there were only a few such responses), or, in a very
few cases, gave names which a careful search among the strips failed
to bring to light.
A glance at Table XXII will show that the proportion of
these responses remains consistent throughout the grades, with the
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TABLE XXII
DISTRIBUTION OF NEGATIVE AIjD faulty respqitses OF 285 PUPILS TO QUESTION
ON FAVORITE COMIC STRIP
Papers Named No Preference,
Grade No Response Instead of Comics Errors, etc. Total
12-B 6 1 5 12
12-G 11 4 5 18
11-B 17 1 18
11-G 11 5 4 18
10-B 9 5 5 17
10-^ 7 2 2 11
9-B 12 5 5 20
9-G 1 7 6 14
8-B 6 4 5 15
8-G 7 5 1 15
7-B 5 5 6
7-G 5 8 1 12
6-b 4 4 8
6-g 4 5 7
5-B 5 5 5 15
5-G 8 5 2 15
4-B 18 17 5 4o
4-g 8 17 5 50














































exception of the disproportionate number of "Papers named instead of
comic strips" at the fourth grade level - a fact which may indicate a
slight comprehension difficulty at that particular stage - and the
disproportionate number of "No response" ansv/ers by the fourth grade
boys. It will be noted that the number of "No response" ansvTers
increases somewhat at the eleventh and twelfth grade levels. Taken
in conjunction with the fact that at these levels, as shov/n in Table
XXIV, the number of pupils in each grade citing comic strips, as v/ell
as the number of strips cited, tends to taper off, this increase may
be taken as a further indication of the waning interest in comic strips
at those grades. Grade ten, larger than either grade eleven or grade
twelve, has a larger number of pupils citing strips and a larger niim-
I
ber of strips cited, but a smaller number of pupils ma Icing no response.
It will be remembered that Table XV, in the chapter on sections of the
newspaper read, revealed the fact that at grades eleven and twelve,
the decline in percentage of pupils checking comic strips, which was
very slight and gradual from grade five onward, became accelerated. At
grades eleven and twelve, then, as indicated by Tables XV, XXII and XXIV,
interest in the comic strip definitely wanes. The writer feels that the
way in which the evidence just presented checks on and supports itself
from different points of the questionnaire is a clear illustration of
the consistency of the results of the inquiry, to which reference v/as
made at the beginning of this report.
Inasmuch as the purpose of the inclusion of Question 7 was
to show the relative popularity of individual comic strips as compared
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with others, the percentage of pupils favoring each strip v/as reck-
oned on the basis of the number of pupils v/ho responded satisfactorily
with the name of a comic strip, rather than on the basis of the total
number of pupils. Table XXIII shows the comparative popularity of
each of the 60 comic strips named as favorites by the pupils. In the
first colimjn, the titles of the strips cited are arranged in the order
of their rank. The second column records the number of pupils pre-
ferring each strip, the number being compiled from all the grades. The
third column shows what percentage of the pupils naming strips each of
these niAmbers represents.
That Dick Tracy, the intrepid detective, is the unrivalled
hero of the group of pupils studied will be readily apparent from a
glance at Table XXIII. He is almost twice as popular as Jane Arden,
the romantic heroine who v/on second place. Together, this hero and
this heroine, who represent only one-thirtieth of the number of strips
cited, received the preference votes of over one-third (5^.55 per cent)
of the pupils naming strips. They are far and away the leaders in
favor; Secret Agent X-9, in third place, is only approximately half
as popular as Jane Arden. From this point downward, the percentage
of favor declines very gradually. The leaders crowd so closely upon
one another's heels that the ten leading strips, representing only
one-sixth of the number of strips cited, have rallied to their support
over two-thirdfi
(
67.25 per cent) of the comic strip fans.
It would seem that the artists who draw these strips have
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THE SIXTY COMIC STRIPS SELECTED BY 258O PUPIIS, RAEKED ACCORDING TO
THE HUMBER AND PERCENTAGE (OF 2580 PUPIIg^ CHOOSING EACH STRIP
Title Ntimber Percent;
1. Dick Tracy 570 22.09
2. Jane Arden 321 12.44
3. Secret Agent X-9 175 6.78
4. Little Orphan Annie 135 5-23
5. Tim Tyler's (Plying) Lack 129 s.oo
6. Ned Brant at Carter 109 4.22
7* Winnie Winkle, the Breadwinner 7S 3.02
8. Tailspin Tommy 74 2.87
9* Popeye, the Sailor 73 2.83
10. Moon Mullins 71 2.75
11. Mutt and Jeff 69 2.67
12. Plash Gordon 63 2.44
13 • Harold Teen 52 2.02
l4. Pritzi Ritz 49 1.90
15* Dan Dunn, Secret Operative 48 46 1.78
16. Smitty 44 1.70
17. Connie 39 1.51
18. Buck Rogers 38 1.47
19* Brick Bradford 33 1.28
20. Tahzan 30 1.16
21. Little Annie Rooney 28 1.08
22. Ben Webster 28 1.08
23. Bringing up Father 26 1.01
24. The Captain and the Kids 25 *97
25* Tillie the Toiler 21 .81
26. Mickey Mouse 20 *78
27. Napoleon (and Uncle Elby) 20 *78
28. The Gumps 19 •74
29* Little Mary Mixup 19 .74
30. Toots and Casper .74
31. Ella Cinders 16 .62
32. The Katzenjammer Kids 16 .62
33 • Gasoline Alley IS .58
34. Joe Jinks 14 •5^
35* Jungle Jim 13
36. Prank Merriwell 12 .46
37* High Lights of History 12 .46
38. Keeping up with the Joneses 11 •^3
39* Pinkerton, Jr. 10 *39
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4l. Misadventures of Louie 4 .16
42. Way out West 4 .16
43. The Amhassador 2 .08
44. Dahl 2 .OS
45. Hairbreadth Harry 2 .08
46 . Herby 2 .08
47. Pieces of Eight 2 .08
42. Polly and her Pals 2 .02
49. Pop 2 .02
504 Billy the Boy Artist 1 .04
51. Boob McNutt 1 .04
52. Bound to Win 1 .04
53* Can You Beat Itl 1 .04
54. Damb Dora 1 .04
55. Felix 1 .04
50 . It •
3
Papa Who Pays 1 .04
57* Modish Mitzi 1 .04
58. Mr. and Mrs. 1 .04
59* The Nebbs 1 .04
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that taste may be gained from a consideration of the leading strips.
The first impressive fact that comes to view is that the three lead-
ers are engaged in detective or secret-service work.
Dick Tracy, grim, businesslike, practical-minded and cour-
ageous, is as convincing a man as he is a brilliant and fearless de-
tective; although, naturally, he is preoccupied with his job, he re-
mains human in the midst of adventures which come to few of us but
are the natural lot of detectives. He is neither an Adonis nor a
caricatured Hawkshaw, neither a tailor's dummy nor a professional
v/restler in build - merely an average, v/ell-developed young man v/ith
dashing, aquiline, pleasantly homely features. Not only Dick, but
also all the other characters in the strip are e:ctremely human and
convincing; their human motives and reactions always weave the inter-
esting tangles of adventures which, for this reason, remain as real
as those v;hich we read in the news section of our daily papers. One
of the most pleasing features of the Dick Tracy strip is the manner
in which the characters are portrayed, not melodramatically as either
black or white, but in varying gradations of grey, a mixture of human
strong and weak traits - the best of them even having their little
defects of virtue - exactly like ourselves and our o\7n real-life
acquaintances
.
Jane Arden, second in popularity, is, first and foremost,
a charming and romantic (not in the sense of the spirit of the Valen-
tine) young lady, mature and resourceful; after that she is the
adventurer, and her adventures have led her through diplomatic intrigue
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in Graustarkian kingdoms to her present entanglement in secret-
service work in this coxAntry. Because she is not the professional
detective that Dick Tracy is, and because the intrigues in which she
becomes involved are motivated less by the natures of the characters
and more by the artist, creating situations like the average mystery-
novel writer, her activities seem a little farther removed from real
life than those of Dick Tracy. The other characters, too, have not
precisely the flesh-and-blood aspect of those in the leading strip.
Nevertheless, despite these differences, the strip has decided charm
and certainly never descends to fantasy or incredible melodrama.
Jane herself is lovely and appealing and human enough to insure public
interest in her for some time to come.
Although it deals with the operations of professional
"hunters of men" against law-breakers, the Secret Agent X-9 strip,
ranking third, seems a little less realistic than Dick Tracy. This is
due partly to the slightly more melodramatic nature of the adventures
depicted therein, partly to the fact that the characters are not
always portrayed v/ith the same meticulous attention to genuine and
convincing human behavior and real life situations as that bestov/ed
upon the Dick Tracy strip by the artist. This criticism is only com-
parative. Secret Agent never, in either characters or plot, loses con-
tact with the life of today. It is fundamentally real and convincing.
It is merely rather more like a detective novel than like the accounts
of actual cases in the papers; that is all.
Our next two ranking strips. Little Orphan Annie and Tim Tyler
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have, respectively, a girl and a boy as central character. Both are
realistically portrayed; both rally to the aid of grown-ups in diffi-
culties, often participating in interesting adventures, Tim Tyler's
adventures more often take him into strange lands among strange people
than do little Annie's; nevertheless, even these strange folk bear
definite resemblance to human beings and are moved by human motives.
The next three strips may be briefly considered. Ned Brant
at Carter depicts life at a prep school in entertaining fashion; the
characters, both boys and girls, are convincingly charming, hearty
and human. V/innie Winkle, the private secretary turned secret-service
agent, has been sufficiently described above, Tailspin Tommy is an
attractive and resourceful young aviator who takes adventure where he
finds it; he is as engaging and real as a favorite cousin.
At last, with Popeye and Moon Mullins, we reach truly "comic"
characters, Popeye, the rolliclcing, world-defying sailor, probably has
no counterpart in real life. His chief appeal lies in his awesome pug-
nacity and the way in v/hich it carries him blithely through fire and
flood. He is a modern, lower-class Cyrano, Moon Mullins is not so
much detached from reality. He, together with other homely or pompous
characters in the strip, goes blundering through life, perpetually
getting into difficulties and scrambling out of them as best he can.
He is a simple fellow, sufficiently like us to gain our sympathy, but
not so embarrassingly like us as to make us uncomfortable or to prevent
our smiling at his troubles.
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from over two-thirda of the pupils naming strips, reveal clearly
enough the nature of children's tastes in comic strips. One could go
on down the list, but, as a glance at the first column of Table XXIII
will reveal, the same type of strip prevails. "Adventure" and "realism"
- these two words liave foimd their v/ay again and again into this dis-
cussion of the most popular comic stripe. Decidedly, the thrill, akin
to that with which the average citizen reads the accounts of real
events in these stirring times, is the primaxy objective of the comic
strip of today. The occasional chuckle which it evokes is incidental.
Table XXIV shows the scatter, throughout the eighteen sex
and grade groups, of the comic strip choices of the pupils. Table
XXrVa is merely Table XXIV turned into percentage (reckoned on the
basis of the number of pupils in each sex and grade group naming comic
strips) and arranged a little differently in order to facilitate the
tracing of trends and observation of sex differences.
It may be seen that Dick Tracy, the leader, is the only comic
strip which received preference votes from both the boys and the girls
of every grade. The balance of interest, too, is very v/ell maintained
between the boys and the girls. Two htindred and eighty-three boys and
two hundred and eighty-seven girls selected the detective as their
favorite.
The next four strips, it will be noted, received votes from
every grade; in each case, a vote from just one sex-group in a single
grade would liave completed the record.
It is interesting to note that the case of Secret Agent X-9>
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although the hero is a detective and the adventures are based on the
activities of the underworld, differs radically from that of Dick
Tracy, with respect to popularity among boys and girls. One hundred
and fifteen boys and only sixty girls selected Secret Agent. Tim
Tyler (86 boys; 4^ girls), Ned Brant (87 boysj 22 girls), Tailspin
Tommy (69 boys; 5 girls), and Flash Gordon (46 boys; 1? girls) are other
conspicuous "boys'" favorites. Some strips seem to appeal almost
exclusively to boys. High Lights of History is a "boys'" strip, read
by only one girl, in grade five, Joe Jinks is read entirely by boys,
with only two exceptions - a girl in grade eight and another girl in
grade nine. Frank Merriwell is read only by boys, except for a girl
in grade nine aiid two girls in grade ten.
The reverse situation, in striking form, is found at once in
the case of Jane Arden. The lovely and daring holder of second place
is obviously a "girls'" heroine. Two hundred and eighty-five girls
and only thirty-six boys named Jane Arden as the comic strip which they
liked best. Little Orphan Annie, too, that spirited, good-hearted
little girl with such initiative and a penchant for helping people in
trouble, suffered the same treatment. She attracted 115 girls and
only 22 boys. Two strips were ignored by the boys as the girls, hov;-
ever slight their interest, did not ignore any strip. Little Annie
Rooney, who somehov/ found ardent admirers among the girls of every
grade, was entirely shunned by the boys, not one of whom gave her his
vote of preference, Tillie the Toiler, too, proved to be a "girls'"
heroine; not one boy found in the hard-working but giddy little
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stenographer sufficient appeal to warrant his becoming one of her
"fans". Ella Cinders was favored exclusively by girls, vYith two
exceptions - a boy in grade ten and another boy in grade eleven.
It would not be sound policy to draw conclusions on the
basis of such slender evidence. It is worth pointing out, however,
that the girls, until one reaches the strips mentioned by only four
pupils, did not entirely ignore any strip. V/ith the boys, as has
been seen, the situation was a bit different.
Some trends of interest do not appear in the early grades.
Harold Teen, for example, has only one admirer in grade six - none
before. His vogue, such as it is, begins in grade seven and continues
eonsistently to the end. The Gumps do not begin to appear until the
seventh grade; they then skip to the ninth and continue to the end.
Except for one vote, from the boys of grade four, Napoleon does not
appear until grade seven; he then, like the Gumps, skips to the ninth
grade and continues through the tvYelfth. Among the upper third of
strips, Ned Brant, Harold Teen and Connie were not named by any fourth
grade child.
Reverse trends may also be observed. Little Orphan Annie
has more readers in the fourth grade than in any other. Secret Agent's
tide of popularity turns at the fifth grade and declines to only one
"fan" in the twelfth. Dick Tracy reaches his height of popularity in
the sixth grade and declines gradually in percentage, with a spurt up-
wards in the eighth grade, through the twelfth. The case of Tim Tyler,
so far as the peak and upward spurt of popularity are concerned, is an
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exact parallel* Flash Gordon's vogue is virtually over at the seventh
grade; after the ninth, with the exception of three preference votes in
the eleventh, he was listed by no pupil* Dan Dunn, Secret Operative 48
,
loses his hold on the adolescent public at the eighth grade and declines
to two readers in the eleventh and none in the twelfth* His is a moder-
ate decline, following a beginning by no means so spectacular as Flash
Gordon's 21 admirers in the fifth grade* Jungle Jim has no ardent sup-
porters after the eighth grade, but Tarzan continues with declining popu-
larity through the twelfth.
Jane Arden has three distinct peaks of favor - two high ones in
grades six and eleven, and a lesser one in grade eight.
All in all, it may be said that the two leaders, Dick Tracy
and Jane Arden, for strips that are consistently popular from the fourth
grade onward, fare better than any other. That is to se^, they still
top the others in favor at the twelfth grade level, just as they did at
the fourth grade level* This represents an unmistakable triumph for
each of th4 artists, who have been able to maintain a balance between
childish, adolescent and youthfully matiire appeal, as well as between
romance and realism, in their creations*
SUMMARY AND CX)N0LU3I0NS
The favored comic strip of today, as indicated by the choices
of the children included in this survey, is fundamentally realistic in
tone, presenting characters drawn true to life in the midst of stirring
adventures based upon real life situations, or, at least, sufficiently
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credible to permit human behavior on the part of the characters. In
it, humor plays a decidedly secondary part.
The exploits of detectives or secret-service agents, operating
against vjrong-doers, seem to be most popular. There appears to be a
reflection here of the universal interest - most marked since the de-
pression - in the public enemy v7ho has taken far too heavy a toll of
American citizens and against whom the public only of recent years seems
to have been seriously aroused. The present writer begs leave to voice
the opinion that the comic strip of todaj’’, in this guise, may educate as
well as entertain. It v/ould seem that our future citizens are not doing
too badly in selecting for their heroes and heroines of the "funnies"
those who are seeking out and thwarting or correcting evils, righting
wrongs. A mere morsel of their daily fare, its sole purpose to enter-
tain, not to preach, the comic strip seems, after all, not too unwhole-
some a tidbit.
A small percentage of the children still leans to the more
rousing entertainment provided by genuinely comic characters. Some
readers lean a little towards the pseudo-scientific. Indeed, reflected
in the list as a whole one may see tastes of all kinds, like those to
be foimd in any generous sampling of the American public.
Definite sex-differences in the relative popularity of various
strips are found to exist. Some strips appeal to both sexes. In other
cases, to the boys, their heroes; to the girls, their heroines.
The most popular strips, as a class, reach their highest point
of favor before the mid-point of the division of grades. In the case of
the two leaders, a dominant position is maintained through the twelfth
grade.
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other strips do not begin to achieve popularity until after
the mid-point is passed. These seem, in some cases, to be strips of
definitely adolescent and youthful or even more mature appeal* Of
this class, Harold Teen and the Gumps are the outstanding examples.
There seems to be a slight waning of interest in comic strips
at the eleventh and tv/elfth grade levels. Evidence bearing on this
point is derived from the lesser percentage of pupils at those levels
who checked "Comics" as a section of the nev/spaper readj from the
slight decrease from previous peaks in the nimaber of strips cited at
those levels; from the decrease in the number of pupils naming comic
strips in those grades; and from the increase in "No response" answers
to the question on the favorite comic strip, at those levels.
This part of the study seemed to yield a rather clear view
of children's tastes in entertainment. The present writer finds them
heartening. She feels that teachers could make use of the comic strip,
certainly as a barometer indicating the- level of their children's vol-
untary reading interests, perhaps even as an aid to bring, occasionally,
a spark of that free and already thriving interest into the class-room,
there to be transferred or guided to material which would permit refer-
ence to this or that strip.
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VII
PICTUEE APPEAL
- It is more or less common knowledge, now, that the originators,
of the tabloid newspaper claim to have been inspired by an ancient Chinese
proverb to the effect that a single picture is worth some astoundingly
large number of words; also, that the gniders of the tabloid's career
regard the mounting circulation of the diminutive, sensational sheet as
proof of the wisdom of this saying. Those of us who would find the world
just as interesting and a great deal more pleasant without the tabloids
are inclined to feel, perhaps, that there should have been proverbs, too,
about cheap, melodramatic stories and trick headlines; then the bulk of
the tabloid's sins against taste and journalism could have been laid at
the door of sound Chinese wit.
The idea of the power of the picture has proved contagious.
Not even conservative editors are immune to it. One supposes that the
owners of newspapers must have certain devices for checking the influ-
ence of the picture as a factor in "boosting" circulation; still, in the
course of her newspaper experience, the present writer never heard any
such device mentioned. The power of the picture was an article of faith;
casual incfuiries about its validity yielded only emotionalized interroga-
tion as to the writer's personal newspaper-reading habits and tastes -
probably the least scientific argument in the world.
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So far as the present writer has been able to determine on the
basis of a survey of published material (and some unpublished as well),
no study to verify picture-appeal had been made up to the time of the
investigation discussed in this report.
The response to Qaestion 10 in the inquiry which forms the
basis of this study was enlightening. The question read: "Suppose this
sheet of paper is a page of a newspaper. There are two big stories on
it, and you want to read them both. One has a picture with it; the other
has no picture. Would you read the story with the picture first? Yes . . .
No . . ."
Table XXV shows in detail the results of the question. The
division by grades and sexes reveals that there are no significant sex-
differences in the responses, and that the proportion of "Yes", "No",
"Undecided", and "No Response" answers remains remarkably consistent from
grade to grade, indicating not only a definite and established trend in
a certain direction, but also a clear grasp of the point of the Question.
The overwhelming affirmative response to the question from
nearly three-fourths (7^.81 per cent) of the pupils, shown in Table XXV,
would seem a definite indication that, for the group surveyed, at least,
picture appeal is a reality. Against 2IU3 pupils answering "Yes", only
548 (19.14 per cent) replied "No". Jar behind trail the 87 (3 *04 per cent)
"Undecided". Of this group, many declared that their relative degree of
interest in the subjects of the stories would determine which they read
first; many others stated that the interest which the picture held for
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,(IIew G« fcanstX^ijycim/ scDOe brui) Helrte^nta bedstidsjq Jo -^iV'rL'B b Jo etzad
add Jo atrlS adi ot ac obf^a aaod fiBxl l£i8crqs-9*iir^oXq[ 'O-tior od ca
.iiogei ai beszooslb nol^i^. tizavat
adi mtcJ dold^ adi at 01 £rrtJ.';&x;p oX aenoqsoT ©uT
aid^ B^octcuZ^ ihr i nclmnUro adT .^atadid^llaa auw xhjj^s aius Jo etead
cc naltcdn ^ItS cntS ^zb jiadT .i^/eqBwen a Jo soiocr e ct titqaa Jo .jsrf©
Tdrfic ©A'.t ditv ‘a'lx.’Soicf B san enO .rf^O'i cisrfj heoT e* dtiaw co^ ^r:‘j ,JI
. . . raY annJoJq oif? lidlw vio^r ad^ bBar vr^ blocT .ui^osa ca dad
".
. . oe
-*4? .{XClJrexrn adi lo ailrxsoT odt IJBtab fit z^ioda TXX. fXdaT
-Ksr dttcotJta:^lz cn bib Biad) dtuiJ claevet 7 Qx>r* too roiaxi aolatvlb
,»cv:** ."-vT” c. i+xccox»^ f'dJt f'ca ,i*©8crca^fT ed^ iJl raoc T/iJlb
ir.tnJ iire^plrctoD talnaat ai^wear, ^'azaoqaaK c“** oftr ,
n: banit £>«ri.«i f fcca B*ltTlJat /» Joe '::.at)e.>ibnl .©txsT? of abax)
,:ic.Xf'’9ijp adj 'Ic fcticcr adf Jo cf9.;TJ xs'aXo ^ o?I/e Jtfd ,r' UoBitb alaf'T'yo b
*
aelJasjun odf cS offioore©'» ©vXj a:xl‘l8 ^crla5X9c.w*ijvc ©dT
,7XX sXd«T at tntoda ,sllc«q ©d^ lo (fftao x©<t X'^.^-'T) sd^xx^d vlaeoa
.inael ,'9i^©’mT» qlox adi x J n- 11/^1 toX atinllab c in©©© JbXuow
TjJac ,”2©y*’ ::inix9Trene aligaa ^^*12 78£iia}.i .^j^lXrwi a ei Xaaqqa axirXoXc
idOBO xaq 4lC.^) T5 ©a^ XXx^? bcldsd xcl ."c’i" tdiXqdx (XC90 4^X.^X)
lo aviialax xXad;f baxjcfoaJb yc'ui ,ai/0Ti aici 10 . ’’dadioef^nU"
fetiax xadJ dDidflr a^Xerta^f)!^ fiXim-a ftBlaofr, t>nf Ic 2loa{,dxfc edi al iraabial
xol iXac oiviot^f euj aoXiirr fnaattSal add buiBS:> axsJ^c jXaxil
-108-
TABIiE m




Grade Yes Undecided No Res'
12-B 77 17 6 1
12-G 103 20 2 2
11-E 102 8 2 4
11
-G 89 17 4 1
10-B 118 26 17 4
10-G 123 21 4 2
9-B 101 26 11 3
9-G 112 32 6
8-B 116 4q 7 3
8-G 129 3^ '6
7-B 145 35 2
7-G l4o 52 8 1
6-b 140 32 2 3
6-g 139 25 4 4
5-B 130 3? 1 10
5-& 128 24 4 7
4-b 116 51 1 27
4-g
-135 41 2 11
2143 548 S7 85Total:
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th.em would sway their choice; a few said that they would he swayed hy the
name of the author; two or three, hy remarking that they ’’would not read
either first"
,
indicated that their selection of the story to he read
first would he haphazard. It will he observed that these answers are
intelligent, clear, frank and helpful. As the writer has stated before,
this spirit of co-operation seems to have dominated the response to the
questionnaire.
In the space after "Yes", one occasionally found such little
comments as: "If the picture looked at all interesting"; "Yes, as a rule"
(such replies, for the sake of convenience, were entered under the general
affirmative heading despite such sli^tly qualifying statements); and one
courteous child wrote, in the space, "IShy, certainly." Of the comments
written after "No", the one most frequently encountered was, "Not neces-
sarily."
Eighty-five pupils (2.98 per cent) made no response to the ques-
tion. It will he seen that nearly two-thirds of these responses - that is,
55 t or 64.70 per cent - occur in grades four and five. There may have been
a sli^t comprehension difficulty at this level, or some of these very
young people may have worked more slowly and have lacked the time to finish
this very last question on the list.
SUMMARY AND CONCLQSIONS
That an overwhelming majority of the children included in the
survey recognize and admit the appeal of the picture in today’s newspaper
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cannot be gainsaid. The frsjik response is especially impressive because
it supports Journalistic claims not hitherto subjected to such a test.
In the children’s opinion, the eye and the interest are drawn to the
story with the picture, other appealing factors being equal.
Inasmuch as the findings concern only the appeal of printed
matter accompanied by a picture as compared with that of printed matter
unaccompanied by a picture, they are not relevant to the appeal of the
tabloid as "picture-paper". They do, however, show that the Judicious
use of pictures by editors to make events, scenes, and people seem more
vivid to the newspaper-reading public serves to attract the attention and
interest of young people, at least, to stories supplemented by such pic-
tures.
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The survey revealed almost universal participation, on the
part of the pupils, in the activity of reading the newspaper. The bulk
of the reading, in this greater urban comsHinity, was found to be in pa-
pers published in Boston proper. Of these papers, those read most wide-
ly by the pupils were of the middle, or average, and "popular" group,
relatively free from both conservatism and sensationalism, and from
political bias. The amount of daily reading was moderate, averaging
about two newspapers per pupil for the entire school system. The amount
of daily and occasional reading was also moderate, averaging a little
over four newspapers per pupil for the entire school system.
In general, there is an upward trend of interest in the news-
papers as the pupils mature. There are apparent differences in the
tastes of the boys and the girls. The boys, although their range of
newspaper reading interests (with respect to the different newspapers
read) is wider than that of the girls, favor the more sensational papers
and the girls favor the papers of the average or the conservative type.
As far as can be determined, children, in their reading of
the various departments of the newspaper, turn in large numbers to the
comic and radio sections, and to the news and sports accounts. With the
exception of the comic section, which loses its hold upon the pupils to
a certain extent from grade to grade, an- increasing range of interest in
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the various departments may be observed, consistent with grade progression.
When the children indicated their preference among the sections,
however, it was revealed that certain sections, like radio euid pictures,
which ranked high in popularity reckoned by numbers, were actually not
rated very highly by the pupils. The order of popularity based on the
first choices of the pupils is: comics, sports, news and fiction.
The trend of interest among the boys was definitely towards
material connected with the world outside and critical comment upon it.
The interests of the girls seemed personal and subjective, romantic or
emotional and artistic.
A markedly increasing interest in individual writers is evident
from grade to grade. Of these writers, Ripley led by a good margin in
numerical popularity and in popularity indicated by preference of the
pupils. He was followed by Will Rogers, Walter Winchell and Neal O’Hara.
In general, the writers maintain their position of rank under the test of
preference, the only notable exception being the exchange of position by
Winchell and O’Hara, especially interesting because O’Hara is a local
writer.
The interests of the boys and girls again differ in exactly the
same fashion as that noted in the preference for certain sections of the
newspaper. The boys are more impersonal and objective and materialistic
in their interests; the girls are more personal, subjective and romantic.
A taste for realism and adventure is reflected in the choice
of comic strips. Here the girls seem more catholic in their interests.
Two or three strips with girl heroines were not selected at all by the
boys, while the girls did not entirely neglect any strip named by the boys.
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For the pupils studied, picture appeal seeaas a reality. An.
overwhelming majority stated preference - all other factors being equal -
for a newspaper story accompanied by a picture. They stated that they
would read such a story before they would read one unaccompanied by a
pictxire.
The results of the survey indicate that school pupils in a
community like the greater urban residential town in which the study was
conducted have a well-developed and lively interest, increasing as they
mature, in the reading of the newspaper. Here, it would seem, is the
field of appeal and power par excellence of the newspaper of the average
type, with no axe to grind and neither too conservative nor too sensational
a tone
.
Wide as the range of interest on the part of the pupils appears
to be, the extreme popularity of the comic section leaves, as has already
been indicated, an interesting problem for educators to study. The inter-
ests already quickened and ready for use should prove a boon for methods
specialists; those which should and could be far better developed than
they are at present show the ground which remains to be covered.
The popularity of Ripley is an indication of the fascination
which unusual and interesting aspects and features of real life hold for
school pupils
. If sometimes in the school-room they may give the teacher
the impression of being indifferent to the concrete facts and realities
of the world about them, their voluntary reading preferences indicate that
this impression has, nossibly, been generated in the teacher's mind.
In closing, the writer would like to state that, being aware of
the deficiencies of the questionnaire method - in spite of the fact that
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it seemed the test method for the purposes of this study -
,
she does not
helieve that any results obtained through such a method should be leaned
upon too heavily, in their smaller details. She believes, however, that
the general trends brought out through the present study - especially in
view of the method of presentation of the questionnaire and the extremely
consistent, clear, and frank responses of the pupils - may be taken on
the whole to be reliable
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St. Louis Sporting Nev/s
Needham Chronicle
A few papers, because of their proximity to the town in which
the survey was conducted, have been omitted from this list.
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Dr. Arthur Dean .52
Jack Conv/ay (Mr. Boston) .45
Arthur Duffey ("Sport Comment") .42
Albert E. Wiggam ("Let's Explore Your Mind") .42
Emily Post ("Good Taste")
Thornton Burgess
Sidney Skolsky ("Hollywood", or, "Tintypes") .55
Lois Leeds ("Milady Beautiful") .55
Westbrook Pegler ("Fair Enough") .51
Austen Lake ("Sports Parade") .51
Elsie Robinson ("Listen, Worldi") .28
Roscoe Fawcett ( "Screen Oddities" ) .28
Sidney Smith ("Ching Chow") .24
Paul Shannon .24
Little Benny's Notebook .24
Eddie Hurley .24
Faith Rogers .24
Edv/in C. Hill ("Human Side of the News") .24
Angelo Patri .21
Arthur Brisbane ("Today") .21
Edgar Guest .17
Victor 0. Jones .17
Joe Cashman .17
Pandora ("Pandora Tells You") .17
Prunella Hall ("Screen Gossip") .17
Observant Citizen .17
Newton New Icirk ("All Sorts") .14




Frank Sibley (War and Old Time Pictures) .10
Uncle Dudley and Globe Man's Daily Story .10
Lucy Adams .10
Masked Reporter .10
Feg Murray ("Seein' Stars") .10
Burt Whitman .10
Frederic J. Haskin ("Answers to Questions") .10
Dorothy Lindsay ("Women in Sports") .10
H. I. Phillips ("The Once Over") .10
J. W. Mooney .10
Grantland Rice ("The Sportlight") .07
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Charles Dickens ("Life of Our Lord") .07
Paul Mallon ("Nation's Politics") .07
Sportsman ("Live Tips and Topics") .07
Our Mail Bag .07
George C. Carens .07
Frank Jenkins ("The Air") .07
Gaar Williams .07
Melville E. Webb, Jr. .07










Edyth Thomas 7/allace ("Points for Parents") .05
H. R. Knickerbocker ("Will V/ar Come?") .05
Roy L. Smith ("Sentence Sermons") .05
Gladys Glad ("Beauty Culture") .05






Marjory Adams ("Movie Facts and Fancies") .05
Elinor Hughes .05





Florence La Gank ("I'/ancy Page") .05
Jerry Nason .05
Helen Rov/land ("The Marry-Go-Round"
)
.05
Haughton Sanguinetti ("The Stamp Collector") .05
James C. O'Leary .05
Howard Fitzpatrick ("Among the Studios") .05
Rob Eden ("Fickle" - a novel) .05
W. A. Hamilton .05
Henry Gillen .05
John Bantry .05
Walter Lippmann ("Today and Tomorrow") .05
Sally Martin .05
•xe.TliV,
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Keeping Up With the Joneses
Mutt and Jeff
Napoleon and Uncle Elby
Ned Brant at Carter
Pop
Tail spin Tommy
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Keeping Up With the Joneses
Mutt and Jeff
Napoleon






Dein Dunn, Secret Operative 48














Winnie V/inkle, the Breadv^inner
Boston Post
Daily
Can You Beat Iti
Connie
Fritzi Ritz Enters the Movies
Joe Jinks
.£jja









































Mr . said Mrs .
The Misadventures of Louie
Sunday



































































Gray, William S* and Ruth Mmroe The Reading Interests and Habits
of Adults ; New York, The Macmillan
Company, 1929; pp- 505.
Presents a summary of investigations relating to reading
interests and habits, methods in making case studies, and findings;
reading habits of 100 residents of Hyde Park, Chicago, ascertained
in brief personal interviev;s; reading habits of 170 residents of
North Evanston, 111., also found; 15 intensive case studies.
Interesting and readable. Valuable for this study because
of the extremely complete bibliography on reading interests, and
the summaries of unpublished reports of surveys dealing with reading
interests.
Lehman, Harvey C. and Paul A. Witty "The Compensatory Function of the





Results of a survey of 11,000 children in city and rural
districts, with respect to leisure time activities.
Valuable because it shows the extent to v/hich children read
the comic strip, and because it gives an entertaining account of
the comic strip of 1927.





Helpful because it shows the extent to which the 11,000
children referred to above participated in the activity of news-
paper reading.





Results of a study at the University High School, University
of Iowa.
Helpful because it shows what sections of the newspaper
children read.
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